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Hobie Class News is the official publication of the North American
Hobie Class Association (NAHCA).  Contents © 2004 NAHCA.  All
rights reserved: reproduction in whole or in part without permis-
sion is prohibited.  It is distributed six times a year to NAHCA
Members.  Its goal is to keep the North American Region informed
of the business of the Class Association.  Questions, suggestions
and address changes should be directed to the address below.
The NAHCA is proud to be a member of the United States Sailing
Association (US SAILING).

The purpose of the North American Hobie Class Association is to
establish and promote the highest standards of Hobie Cat sailing/
racing in its geographic boundaries in collaboration with the
National and International sailing authorities.

NORTH AMERICAN HOBIE CLASS ASSOCIATION
Rich McVeigh, Chairman
14813 Fireside Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20905-5542
301.384.3695
Federal Tax ID Number 02-0549582

The name Hobie Cat®, and the “flying H” logo are registered
and licensed trademarks of the Hobie Cat Company, P.O. Box
1008, Oceanside, CA  92051

NAHCA Website: http://www.NAHCA.org
WebMistress:  Karen-Ann Xavier

email:  nahca@hotmail.com

MADE IN USA

Help us grow the Hobie Class Association.
Give a friend a copy of the application today!  See page 45.

16 What does the Hobie Class do for you?
Bob Merrick tells us.

17 Gearing up for Hobie 16s
Paul Ulibarri reports on the great interest in this boat
for the Worlds in Mexixo.

19 WOW: Women on the Water
Announcing a new HCA program.

21 Team Rondo!
An excellent article written by a group of Youth from
the Hobie 16 NAs in Delaware.

26 2003 Northwest Area Championships
Full results, an article and photo.

30 H17, Tiger and H16 News
President Doug Skidmore writes this edition of our
From the Factory column.
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6 Hobie Class Seeks Nominees
We need volunteers to serve on our Nominating Committee
as several positions need to be filled in September.

7 2004 Sportsperson of the Year
Send us your nominee for the Carleton Tucker Memorial
Award.

8 Trish Bauldry Remembered
Our former NAHCA Treasurer passes after a long illness.

10 Hobie Class Association Insurance
Read about the newest benefit for HCA members.

11 Factory Boats Return
In 2005, Hobie Cat Company will supply new boats for
use at the Hobie 16 North Americans.

Mike and Karen Grisko screaming upwind at the 2003 Hobie 16 NAs, Rehoboth Bay, DE.
2004 promises to be “The Year of the Hobie 16.”  Photo by Aqua Canvas.

Wally and Tyler Myers,
2003 Hobie 16

Third Place Team.
Photo by Aqua Canvas.
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GEP Website:
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1  HAWAII

Bylaws Committee

Contact NAHCA Chairman

Nominating Committee

Contact NAHCA Chairman

Membership Committee

Eliza Cleveland- Chair

Publications Committee

Mike Levesque - Chairman

Shirley Palmer, Cindy Phipps,

Gillian Thomson,

Kathleen Tracy,

Theresa White, Nancy Worth,

Karen-Ann Xavier

Rules Committee

Paul Ulibarri - Chairman

Phil Collins,

Wayne Mooneyham,

Wick Smith, Dave Sparkuhl

Appeals Committee

Doug Campbell - Chairman

David Koons, Ray Seta,

Wick Smith

STANDING
COMMITTEES

NOTE: For local and country contacts,
refer to Fleet Contacts section.

HCA
WEBMISTRESS

Karen-Ann Xavier

500 Queens Quay West

Suite 507E

Toronto, On, Canada M5V 3K8

416.597.2352

nahca@hotmail.com
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The Blue Part is the Water …
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Hobie Class News Editorial Staff

by Rich McVeigh, HCA Chairman

Well, 2004 is shaping up
to be a busy year.  With
several new developments

taking place within the Hobie Class
Association, the class officers are work-
ing hard at implementing changes as
well as pursuing new projects and ideas.
The most emotional and difficult change
by far is the open class issue discussed
in the last edition.  But as the HCA
adopts this policy change fully over the
course of the next year, we are working
on a number of other projects.

One great idea that now has become
a reality is the ability to offer regatta
insurance to many of the Hobie Class
sanctioned events.  Every year we send
a class representative to the US Sailing
general meeting.  We do this because
we are one of the larger one-design
classes in the US and as such, it is
important for the Hobie Class to be in-
volved with our national authority.

At this year’s meeting, our represen-
tative, Roger Brown, spoke with one of
the vice-presidents at Gowrie, Barden &
Brett, Inc.  This initial conversation led to
many more discussions and, with hard
work and much time spent, we have a
new insurance program to offer our mem-
bers.

Many of the things the Hobie Class
does are intangible and therefore it is

sometimes hard to see all that this asso-
ciation can offer to its members.  This
insurance program is one example of
how something intangible has become a
benefit we can now offer the member-
ship.

We have a new area championship
called North Central Area Champion-
ship to be held on Clear Lake, Iowa.  An
additional area championship was added
to the schedule to address the needs of
sailors in the middle of the country.  There
are many Hobie sailors in this area who
are quite active racing their boats.  So it
is great to be able to offer such a com-
petitive racing arena for this enthusiastic
group.

And there is some great news on the
boat manufacturing front!  First, the H17
is back!  After some long discussions
between the Hobie Class and the Hobie
Cat Co. the company has agreed to
continue production of the H17 on a
limited basis.

And second, Hobie Tiger will soon
have a “made in the USA” sticker on the
back.  After importing the Tiger for a
number of years from Hobie Cat France,
Hobie Cat USA has decided to start
production of the boat here in the USA.
This decision is based partially on the
growth of the class and boat sales here
but also on the fluctuation of the US

Dollar vs. the Euro.  The end result
should be more boats here in North
America and more stable prices.

You will notice some new names on
the Board of Directors page.  We have
shuffled a few spots around and now are
welcoming a new Membership Chair -
Eliza Cleveland.  Eliza will be replacing
Shirley Palmer who is retiring from the
membership job after MANY years of
service to the class.  Shirley has put in a
huge effort for the class over the years
and we all owe her a huge THANK YOU.

Have you visited the Hobie Class web
site recently?  To go along with our new
name and newsletter changes, the web
site has received a major upgrade.  It
now has a new fresh look.  Thanks to our
webmistress Karen-Ann Xavier for her
dedication and hard work.

Hang in there, spring will be here
soon.
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We’re looking for a few good members...

Per our bylaws (as ratified in December 2001), we need
volunteers for a Nominating Committee.  These volunteers will
be placed on a ballot for election by the Division Chairs.  This
ballot may be mailed or electronic.  HOWEVER, NO
BALLOTS ARE REQUIRED TO BE PRINTED IN THE
NEWSLETTER.

After the Nominating Committee is elected, we will
announce their names in a future issue of Hobie Class News.
The Nominating Committee will then seek volunteers for the
HCA elected officers, two of which must change hands for
2005 due to term limits.

This officer election will take place at the AGM which will be
held in Syracuse, NY at the 2004 Hobie 16 NAs in September.
These positions will be elected by the Division Chairs.

We plan to announce the nominees in a future issue of
Hobie Class News.  HOWEVER, NO BALLOTS ARE
REQUIRED TO BE PRINTED IN THE NEWSLETTER.

The elected positions that need nominees are Chair and
2nd Vice Chair, as these positions have been held by the
same people for three terms.  If you are interested in volun-
teering for one of these positions, please contact any of the
2004 HCA officers, or your Division Chair.

Remember, all voting is done by your Division Chairs.  We
urge you to keep informed via the HCA website
(www.nahca.org), and to keep in contact with your Division
Chair so that your voice is heard when the elections are held.

The full text of the HCA bylaws is also available on the
website, www.nahca.org.

Some of your Hobie Class volunteers at work.
Top: Sue Korzeniewski, Guest Expert.

Bottom right: Mike Levesque and Michelle McLean (newsletter).

Bottom left: Bruce Andrews, Mark Santorelli and
Rondo LaPorta, at a planning meeting for the 2003 DE NAs.

Photos courtesy of Bruce Andrews and Rich McVeigh.

Hobie Class Seeks
Nominating Committee Volunteers
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The HCA has honored a Hobie sailor
each year who has made it possible, by
his or her unselfish attitude and commit-
ment to our sport, for all of us to better
enjoy “The Hobie Way of Life.”

You again have the opportunity to
honor that special person whom you
believe deserves that recognition.

The year 2004 honoree’s story will be
published and added to the pages of the
perpetual trophy book. This is our way of
paying tribute and saying thanks to the
individual who is chosen to be the HCA
Sportsperson of the Year!

All nominees must be current NAHCA
members to be considered, and only
one nominee from each Division will be
selected to compete. To be eligible, all
nominee applications must be received
by September 1, 2004.

The award will be presented at the
Hobie 16 North American Continentals
in Brewerton, NY, during the week of
September 14, 2004. Complete the
application and be sure to write a com-
plete narrative about the person and the
reasons why you feel he or she should
be the honoree. Generally the judges do
not know the nominees (which is desir-
able) and their decision is based on what
they read on the application.

Hobie Class Association
Sportsperson of the Year Award

APPLICATION GUIDELINES

Each year the Hobie Class Association accepts from its divisions and
members, nominations for the Sportsperson of the Year Award.  Those to be
considered for this award should be sailors or crews who exhibit commendable
behavior demonstrating The Hobie Way of Life, either on or off the water.  Each
Division will poll its fleets for nominees and submit a name to the Hobie Class
Association Sportsperson jury for consideration.

During the year, keep this honor award program in mind.  Be aware of the
different people among us who have unselfishly contributed to our sport and
activities.  Be aware of the person who, while out on the water, helped someone
who might have been in a life-threatening situation.  Look for that person whom
you consider to be the mainstay of the local fleet or Division, or the person who
represents honesty and character while on the race course.  Perhaps the
honoree is someone who has devoted countless hours or years to running your
fleet regattas, or has quietly kept the fleet’s spirit alive during difficult times.

The Division nominee could be a champion racer or a day sailor who share
the fun of sailing and his or her sailing secrets.  This is your opportunity to define
just what is meant by The Hobie Way of Life, and who, regardless of age or sex,
best represents that phrase.

Fill out the form below, and be sure to include additional pages as needed.
Detail the specifics and anecdotes that describe that one individual or team
who represents to you the Hobie Class Association’s most outstanding
member for this year.

Application Form
Hobie Class Association Sportsperson of the Year Award

This form must be received by September 1, 2004.

YOUR Name: ______________________________________________ NAHCA Member No: ________

Address: ________________________________________________ Division/Fleet: ___________

City / St / Postal Code: ______________________________________ Country: ______________________

Home Tel: ________________________________________________ Email: _______________

NAME OF NOMINEE:________________________________________ Hobie Class:____________

Address: ________________________________________________ Division/Fleet: ___________

City / St / Postal Code: ______________________________________ Country: ______________________

Home Tel: ________________________________________________ Email: _______________

Please provide additional sheets as necessary to describe specifics and any other information that will be helpful in
selecting this year’s nominees for the award.
Mail this application to: HCA Sportsperson Trophy Chairman Ted Lindley, 8518 N 49th Street,
Paradise Valley, AZ 85253-2003; fax to 480.991.1090; E-mail to: azsueted@aol.com
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A Wish for Trish...
HCA Shares John’s Loss

Trish Bauldry, my wife, my best friend and my sailing partner, passed away on March 9, 2004 in Los Angeles, California
after a long and courageous battle with complications due to cancer.  She started her journey to eternal peace surrounded by
her family at her bedside.

Trish was born August 31, 1958 in Pontiac, Michigan.  Her family moved to the South Bay area of Los Angeles in 1960.  Trish
grew up in Redondo Beach, graduated from Redondo Union High School, UC Santa Barbara and the L.A. Institute of Fashion
and Design.  We were married in 1989 and she was currently residing in Clarkston, Michigan.

Trish was the most courageous and incredible person that I’ve ever known.  She has endured more pain and suffering in
her life than that of 10 people.  She always cherished her family and friends and always put them first before herself.  Her undying
love for family kept her going during the darkest of times.  That fighting spirit kept her alive but eventually, her body could not.
Her final battle was multiple organ failure.

I surprised Trish when I made a trip to California this past Valentines Day.  She was in pain and very uncomfortable after
a major surgery.  But when I walked through the door with her valentine, balloons and flowers in hand, she glowed with the
brightest eyes and the biggest smile.  Her doctors and family said no one person or medicine could ever do that - only you could.
That memory will be with me forever.

Trish loved the Hobie Way of Life whether going to weekend regattas, cross country trips to the Continentals or traveling
around the globe to the Worlds.  She was my crew when we won our first regatta on our Hobie 18.  Even when she was not
feeling well in the RV, she relished the time spent with our extended Hobie family knowing that they were close by.  She always
let me sail unconditionally, knowing that it gave me joy.  Some of our closest and dearest friends have been made through Hobie
sailing.

When she couldn’t sail anymore, she was always there to lend a hand… helping Fleet 204 and Tom Korz out of the “weeds”
at the Hobie 17 Continentals, or going to West Marine and buying extra chain and anchors at the MEGA, or sitting behind the
registration table at countless regattas, or entertaining in the evenings at the RV.  She loved to cook and used us as guinea
pigs for the recipes she saw on the Food Network.  She especially loved her tenure as NAHCA Co-Treasurer from 2001 to 2003.
She has touched the lives of so many and will be sorely missed.

A “Wish for Trish” is her legacy.  She was never comfortable with that title.  Trish wanted to work with young people, teaching
them about the gift of life – about being an organ donor.  She never got the chance.  Her wish... fill out the back of your driver’s
license or other form to be an organ donor.  That’s easy.  But most families are in disagreement about organ donation after
their loved one has passed.  The hard part is talking to your family members NOW about your wishes as a donor.  Let them
know ahead of time what you want to do.  We are humbly indebted to the family who made this decision.  Trish received a life
saving liver transplant in 1997.  Help make Trish’s wish come true.

For those who want to remember Trish, a donation can be made in her name to one (or both) of the following foundations.

UCLA Foundation – Liver Donation

UCLA Medical Sciences Development

10945 Le Conte Avenue

Los Angeles, CA  90095

UCLA Jonsson Cancer Center Foundation

Box 951780

Factor Building, Room 8-950

Los Angeles, CA  90095-1780

Online donations: www.giving.ucla.edu/cancer

By credit card: 310-206-0675

Thank you all for giving Trish your constant gifts of love, laughter, hope and compassion.  We have been blessed by her
presence and each of you in our life.  My precious redhead may be gone but her spirit and memories will live with me forever.

Gratefully,

John

For more about Trish’s life, or if you have a story or photos you’d like to share, please visit www.trishbauldry.com
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A Wish for Trish...
HCA Shares John’s Loss

John Bauldy’s wife, Trish, our former NAHCA Treasurer, passed away recently.  Kevin Wilson, of Fleet 204, organized a
collection for a donation to a charity in memory of Trish Bauldry.

Portions of emails/announcements from Jeff Rabidoux:

John Bauldry, a great friend, and one of the core members of this fleet, lost his wife, Trish, after a long illness.  She had been
battling various illnesses for the last couple years, and had been in the hospital since a few days after Christmas, in the Los
Angeles area.

John appreciates all the prayers and thoughts you have sent.  While this ending was something he knew would eventually
come, he never expected it to arrive so soon.  Your continued thoughts for John will be helpful over the coming days and
months... it’s going to be very difficult, that is for sure.

Paul Krutty and I [Jeff] came up with the following idea.  Paul has created a [web] page that you can go to and write your
words of condolence or encouragement for John.

We have set up a single webpage  (www.fleet276.com/condolences.htm) that you can go to and  type in your message.  This
is a hidden page that no one can see, except for John.  He accesses it by using a separate link that only he has access to.
It will allow him to scan all of the messages without having to open a bunch of emails.  It will be a great thing for him to refer
to in the times when he needs a lift.

I encourage all of you to go to the page and drop John a note.  The power of friendships cannot be underestimated.  I have
spoken to John a number of times today, and he needs all the help he can get, as you can well understand.  I have passed
on to him the messages of support that people have passed through me, but this message board takes it to the next level.  I
think John will really enjoy reading through it.  Thank you Paul for creating it.

John requests that no flowers be sent, rather, please chose a charity to which donations can be made in Trish’s name.

Jeff
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Hobie Class Association
Announces New Insurance Program

by Roger Brown, HCA 2nd Vice Chair

Hobie Class Liability Insurance

We’re pleased to announce the new
Hobie Class regatta liability insurance
policy!  This policy is intended to replace
the regatta liability policies that many
Fleets presently purchase.  In some
ways, this new policy provides more
extensive coverage than the policies
purchased by Fleets.  Best of all, the
Hobie Class is providing this insurance
as a benefit of membership, at no cost
to Hobie Fleets or Hobie Class mem-
bers!  Of course “some restrictions ap-
ply,” as noted below.

This policy is to protect Hobie Class
members in their capacity as volunteers,
while acting on behalf of the Hobie Class
Association, against lawsuits for bodily
injury and/or property damage at Hobie
Class sponsored racing and non-racing
events.  This includes Hobie Fleet or
Division officers, Fleet members and
volunteers.  It does not replace the
requirement for each boat owner to
carry their own personal liability and
physical damage insurance for their
vessel.  This is still necessary, and
many major regattas are requiring proof
of personal liability insurance upon reg-
istration.

Chubb, a leader in marine insurance,
is providing the policy. It consists of
three components:

1 General liability - on land, including
liquor sales liability (as long as a license
is not required by the municipality or
state agency).

2 Marine general liability – bodily in-
jury on docks and slips or at moorings.

3 Commercial yacht insurance - on
the water protection and indemnity (prop-
erty damage & bodily injury), including
borrowed boats up to 85’ LOA.

The liability limit is $1 million per
occurrence and $2 million aggregate
per policy period for the general liability
and marine general liability policies.  The
protection and indemnity limit is $1 mil-
lion.

Geographical limits of policy:

1 On land – U.S. (48 continental
states), Canada & Puerto Rico.

2 On water – worldwide.

Additional Insured:

Additional insured riders are some-
times required by municipalities that
want a policy specifically in their name

for a particular event.  There will be no
fee for on land AIs, which are the most
common, but the insurance broker should
be contacted at least a month before the
event.  There is a $50 fee for up to six
on-the-water AIs, payable directly to the
insurance broker.

Policy requirements and restrictions:

All current members of the Hobie
Class are covered by this policy, with the
following exception.  Members of
separately incorporated Fleets, includ-
ing non-profit corporations, must con-
tinue to obtain their own Fleet policies.
Incorporated Fleets are considered sepa-
rate legal entities, and unfortunately their
members cannot be covered under the
Hobie Class policy.

Larger, non-incorporated Fleets are
strongly encouraged to obtain their own
policies.

All event announcements or regatta
NORs must have a reference to NAHCA
or Hobie Class as a co-sponsor. Hobie
Class members are only covered at
these events.

All Fleets must indicate whether they
are eligible for this policy, and should
complete and return the attached form
along with a current Fleet roster.

Life jackets must be worn at any youth
events and clinics, and are strongly rec-
ommended for all other events.

Hobie Fleet Insurance Information Form
Fleet #________, Division #_____  Location ________________  Incorporated?   Y   N

Fleet Officers:

Position/Name/E-mail

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Please return this form along with a current Fleet roster to:

Roger Brown, 24752 Eldamar Avenue, Lake Forest, CA 92630
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We are happy to announce that the Hobie Cat Company has offered to provide 36 new Hobie 16s for the 2005 H16 North
Americans.  Should this work out successfully, there is a strong possibility of having supplied boats for up to three years, more
if the economics work out.  The format is yet to be designed, but it will be a Round Robin, which will permit 70 teams to sail.
We will keep two boats in reserve.

The purpose of this message is to advise everyone that we are looking for a venue for this event.  Our preference at this
time is to have this initial event on the Atlantic or the Caribbean.  We require a hotel/resort on the beach and the ability to use
the beach for the Championship.  Additionally we will require a Hobie Fleet or Division to act as the Host of the event and partner
with HCA as the Organizing Authority.

If you know of a Fleet/Division that has a venue and interest please contact Lori Mohney or Paul Ulibarri for a bid package.
Ideally, we would make an announcement of the venue at the 2004 H16s in Syracuse, so time is a factor.

Thank you, pu

Hobie Cat Company to Supply Factory Boats
for 2005 North American Championships

Hobie Class Insurance Program
Frequently Asked Questions

Who is covered by this policy?

This policy provides bodily injury and property damage liability insurance for current members of the Hobie Class of North
America (aka NAHCA).  It provides coverage for these members when they are working at Hobie Class events including
regattas, clinics and fun sails.  Volunteers assisting at these events are covered as well.

Why are members of incorporated Fleets not covered by this policy?

Fleets that have incorporated, including 501c(3) non-profits, are considered separate legal entities and their members
cannot be included as a part of the Hobie Class policy when conducting activities for their Fleet.  These members would,
however, be covered by the policy if conducting activities with another non-incorporated Fleet.

What are “larger, non-incorporated Fleets” & why should they get their own insurance?

Larger Fleets could potentially be considered a separate legal entity from the Hobie Class in a lawsuit.  There is no specific
definition of what constitutes a large Fleet, but generally Fleets with 50 or more members would be considered large.  Also,
this policy does not protect any funds a Fleet might have in a bank account, so Fleets with larger balances might want to get
their own insurance to protect their assets.

How do I get an additional insured certificate?

Contact Denece Herrera at Gowrie, Barden & Brett, the insurance broker for this policy, at 800-262-8911 Ext 161 or by email
at deneceh@gowrie.com at least one month prior to your event.

Are there any safety requirements of the policy?

Lifejackets must be worn on the water by participants at any youth events and clinics, and are strongly recommended for
all other events.  Although there is no minimum number of support boats specified by the policy, the Hobie Class requires a
minimum of three support boats at any regatta, with five recommended.  In general, safety is of paramount importance and
event organizers should take whatever steps needed to ensure safety for participants.
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2004 HCA AGM ANNOUNCEMENT:

Date: Tuesday night, September 14, at the H16 NAs in
Syracuse.  Location TBA.  Contact Rich McVeigh.

HOBIE CLASS WEBSITE

The Hobie Cat Company has generously offered some of
their excess server capacity to the Hobie Class and Hobie
fleets.  Most of the details are still to be worked out but I wanted
to raise this concept with you all to see what the interest would
be.  The cost would be essentially free to the fleets, and
visitors wouldn’t have to put up with pop ups and other ads
common to many low cost web hosting options.

Please let me know if your Hobie fleet is interested.

By the way, the Hobie Class website has undergone a
major face-lift and reorganization.  Take a minute to look and
see the improvements: www.nahca.org.

Sincerely,

Rich McVeigh, HCA Chair

CONGRATS TO MIKE WALKER!

The letter below serves as an-
other example of how members of
the Hobie Class contribute to the
other worlds of sailing.  Mike has
been a member of the Hobie Class
for many years, and has put on many
outstanding Hobie regattas.  PU

I have just been informed that
Etobicoke yacht Club is to receive an
award at the Ontario Sailing Asso-
ciation (OSA) Annual Meeting on
Sunday.  EYC has been chosen to
receive OSA’s Regatta of the Year
Award for outstanding Regatta Man-
agement for the J35 North American
Championship Regatta.

Congratulations to the Organiz-
ing Committee and to Mike Walker,
the Race Officer for the event.  The
organizers did a fantastic job of put-
ting together a regatta that we can all
be proud of and was certainly world
class (would we have it any other

From the
Beach

Letters from Our
Members

More letters on next page

way at EYC), and Mike and his race management team did an
exceptional job of running the races.  This is truly a mark of
how we have grown over the years and a fine recognition of
the skills we have at our Club.

Rick Smith our Rear Commodore will be on hand to receive
the award.

Regards, Steve Reid

THAT’S NOT GATORADE...

Here’s the continuation of an old Hobie tradition.  When a
Hobie Skipper wins a Regatta in “B” fleet and get “promoted”
to “A” Fleet, he and his crew are baptized unexpectedly.
Sometimes it’s a dunk in the lake and sometimes it’s a cold
shower from a ice chest!

Here’s Gordon Bagley and his crew, Shauna picking up
their trophies at the Blue Water Regatta held at Ventura,
California in 2003.

Gordon really deserved this promotion.  He is from Las
Vegas and has driven over to all the California regattas this
year.  His persistence paid off when he won “B” Fleet at
Ventura.  He was asked why he just didn’t leave his boat in
California instead of trailering it back and forth but said, “Why
no, I sail at least two or three times a week on Lake Mead and
I need that boat!”

Photo by Jeff and Barb Perlmutter.

Ronald Wagniere, Hobie Division 2 Chairman
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From the Beach, our Letters
continued from previous page

THIS IS YOUR
CLASS NEWSLETTER!

WE NEED YOUR
SUBMISSIONS...

Hobie Class News is a publication
intended to fulfill the purpose of the
HCA.  We can do this only with contribu-
tions from the membership.

Please submit articles, photos,
letters, etc. to help us maintain the high
level of quality, information and excite-
ment of this newsletter for you and your
fellow HCA members.

If you are a Fleet Commodore or Fleet
Newsletter Editor, please add Mike to
your mailing list (see Editorial Staff sec-
tion for address).  We’d like to reprint
your outstanding articles for the entire
Class to enjoy.

All submissions (including photos)
should include your name, Division,
Fleet, state, HCA Number, Hobie size,
sail number, and any Hobie offices that
you hold.

Photos are especially requested!  If
submitting photos (or graphics), please
submit in JPG or TIF format, with a
minimum resolution of 300 dpi, and a
finish size of at least 4x6 inches.  If you
prefer, you can send hard copies and
we’ll scan them.  However, Hobie Class
News will not be responsible for their
safe return.  Please include the
photographer’s name, subject details,
etc. with all photos.

If you are submitting an NOR, be sure
to comply with RRS (Apx J), as well as
the IHCA class rules.  Due to space
limitations, NORs must be one page or
less in size, except for major events
(Area Champs, North Americans and
Worlds).  WE NEED NORs A MINIMUM
OF FOUR MONTHS IN ADVANCE OF
THE EVENT!!!

All submissions are subject to editing
or omission, at the discretion of the Hobie
Class News Editorial Staff and the HCA
Board of Directors.

Thanks in advance for flooding the
inbox with submissions!!!

LET’S GO TO AUSTRALIA

Hope you’re all having a great winter
and looking forward to another fun sea-
son of sailing and racing.  For all you 17
and 18 sailors, please take note.

Coming up in Dec/Jan 2004/2005
there will be a Hobie 17/18 World Cham-
pionships held in conjunction with the
Sail Melbourne Regatta in Melbourne
Australia.

The NOR for the event can be found
here: http://www.hobieclass.com/.  If
anyone is interested in knowing more
about this event, you can check out the
NOR, they have a reasonable registra-
tion cost for the Aussie Open event and
the Worlds which are sailed back to
back.

I have been doing some preliminary
inquiries about the event, shipping ac-
commodation etc., and have come up
with some information.  Send me a note
if you are interested and I’ll fill you in with
some of the other details that I’m looking
into.

Let’s see if we can arrange for a full
container of boats (around 15) to go to
Australia for this event.

Paul Evenden, pevenden@telus.net

2003 ONTARIO OPEN BENEFIT

More than the racers were winners at
the 2003 Ontario Open.  The Regatta
held in August was our 25th anniver-
sary, and we wanted the regatta to be a
special one and be about more than
racing.  In our booklet, we did state that
“More than the racers will be winners,”
and Kids WIN at the 2003 Ontario open.
Profits from the regatta would be con-
tributed to charity.

We worked closely with “The Tommy
Hilfiger Foundation for Kids (Hilfiger do-
nated shirts to the event), and we will be
giving a $1000 check to the Ernie Davis
Community Center in Elmira, NY.  This
program offers directed after school ac-
tivities for youths ages 5-21 (homework
help, tutoring, arts and crafts, basket-
ball, and dances).

Many Division 16 members attended
our regatta, which turned out to be very
successful.  Attendees should know that
they sailed for a good cause at the
regatta, and children will benefit from
their participation at the Ontario Open.

Fleet 466, out of Pittsburgh PA, spon-
sored the “Yout’ Hoot” Friday night party
and icebreaker for the younger sailors
attending this event.  Marie Appel, your
2003 Youth Rep and 2004 Co-Youth
Rep organized the event.

Marie Gibson, Commodore Fleet 295

HOBIE CAT WAVE DONATIONS TO
SAIL SAND POINT

Thanks to all of you, the Multihull
Programs at Sail Sand Point are well
underway.  The first Wave was donated
by a group of you, headed up by Laura
Sullivan.  The second Wave was do-
nated by Northwest Yacht Brokers As-
sociation.  See the Oct. issue of 48 North
Sailing Magazine for the reports on pages
21 and 25.  Additional Waves and a
Bravo are in the works to grow our fleet.

I will give a report to the US SAILING
Multihull Council and the Community
Sailing Council at St Louis, on our suc-
cess with the Fast and Fun Program,
Multihull Classes at Sail Sand Point, and
donations of the Waves.

Caleb Tarleton, Hobie Fleet 95

WELCOME BRAD STEPHENS (2004
D15 CHAIR)

Brad Stephens is a eager young Hobie
enthusiast with a dealership on Panama
City Beach, FL.  I’ve seen him racing
H16s through Tigers, and his activity to
promote cat racing in the panhandle
continues to grow.  He recently made an
awesome statement that I think sums it
up - he doesn’t care if new people show
up on old H16s with soft hulls and sails
we have to duct tape the holes in, as long
as we get more people out there.  With
that attitude I think Brad will be an excel-
lent Division Chair, and he has agreed to
accept the position effective immedi-
ately.  Thank You Brad!

John MacDonald

More letters on next page
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From the Beach, our Letters
continued from previous page

SAILOR ATHLETE ADVISORY COUNCIL

Dear Hobie sailors,

For the past two years I have been a member of the Sailor
Athlete Council at US SAILING representing you and all of the
other sailor athletes in the United States.  What is a sailor
athlete?  A sailor athlete is basically anyone who participates
in the sport at the national level.  That means you!

By an act of Congress the US Government has mandated
that 20% of all committee members at US SAILING must be
sailor athletes.  I’m not asking you to volunteer for anything but
I would like to ask all of you to register as a sailor athlete.

By having a larger number of registered athletes we will
basically have more political clout with US SAILING and be
more able to represent the needs of competitive sailors
around the country.

Sailor athletes are split into three categories.

This is how it breaks down for Hobie sailors:  If you have
competed in the Continentals (that’s most of you) you are a C
level athlete.  If you placed in the top 1/3 of your regatta (with
the exception of the youth event) you are a B level athlete.  If
you have competed in the Pan-American Games you are an
A level athlete.

For more information check out this link: http://
www.ussailing.org/saac/

To register go to: http://www.ussailing.org/saac/Athletes/
register.asp

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Bob Merrick

I would also like to see more Hobie sailors participating in
the US SAILING Multihull Council and/or Alter Cup Commit-
tee.  For the most part we’ve had the same few people
recycling through the different positions on the Council over
the past few years.  Hobie is reasonably well represented for
now, but it would be good to get some new faces.

Roger Brown, HCA Vice Chair

SURF CITY CATAMARANS HELPS SCOUTS

Hello Hobie Friends,

I’m looking for a port Hobie 18 hull early to mid 80’s.
Preferably white, but beggars can’t be choosers.  Thanks for
any leads.  It’s puffing to 40kts here in SC!

Surf City Catamarans is up and running.  It’s official!  As of
October 15, we became the newest Hobie Catamaran dealer
in California!  We have new and used boats in stock at all
times, as well as thousands of parts.  We also offer service,
lessons, and wintertime storage.  Our web site will be updated
with new specials and information all the time so check back
often.  Come visit us in Santa Cruz!

There is a movement here in Santa Cruz to put together a
Tiger tuning seminar to get Tiger sailors ready for the Worlds
and Nationals, which will both be held in California this year.

I just donated my day to spend with Boy Scout Troop 296
in Prunedale (south of Santa Cruz) to give their boats a little
tune up and to teach them how to right their boats and a bit of
sailing.  The scoutmaster happened to scrounge up several
Hobie 16s from the Boy Scout donation program.

The scoutmaster, though not a hardcore sailor, has the
energy and parent support to get the 15 or so scouts onto the
water.  The boats are circa 1976, and need some serious help.
There are no trap systems and the shrouds were made at a
Tuesday night scout gathering with parts from Orchard Supply
(I think they got their swaging badge:).  They got the lengths
off slightly so the rig is crooked, but for all purposes, the boats
sail.  The scout troop is in need of some gear to make their
Hobie experience a bit better.  I figured some of the more
affluent among us would be a good place to look for donations.
Here’s a list of items that I think they need to make their boats
safer and more usable.

*Trap wires, the whole system from wires to shock cord.

*New Shrouds! Lets just get them some new shrouds from
Hobie.

*Harnesses. Used harnesses, new harnesses whatever
we can get.

*A new trampoline. Might as well make it a Hobie so it’s race
legal!

I will donate the labor to install all of this stuff, so if you have
something lying around that you want to donate give me a call.
They need a few new items if you want to purchase them, I
would be happy to help with logistics.  Also if you want to give
them your old boat it’s tax deductible.  See my web site for
photos.

This scout troop has invited us (the Hobie community) to
attend their camp out at the O’Neill Forebay on Nov 15 and 16.
They have a group campsite and said we should bring our
boats.  It’s a riot to sail with these kids.  It would be very cool
to show up with a bunch of boats and show them what it’s all
about. Give me a call to reserve a spot.

Thank you,
Jeremy Leonard
Surf City Catamarans
780 17th Ave.
Santa Cruz, Ca
(831) 359-5918
Surfcitycatamarans.com

Jeremy,

The Scouting sounds great.  This fits right on with what
Hobie Cat and HCA are doing to promote youth sailing.  You
should have seen all the kids sailing with other kids or parents
or friends back in Delaware.  And it’s even more prevalent in

More letters on next page
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From the Beach, our Letters
continued from previous page

Mexico, Guatemala, PUR... and these kids are GOOD!!!

We also have some older PFDs, wetsuits, spray jackets,
booties and such that we could donate.  I’m sure others that
have been at it awhile have similar stuff to give away.  Let me
know what develops.

Paul Hess

HOBIE 17 IS SAVED BY HCA MEMBERS!

First I would like to thank you for your representation in the
H17 issue.  I was very encouraged to hear that Hobie Cat
might revisit H17 production if only on a limited basis.

Since the announcement that the class is returning to a
Hobie only policy much has been said about the level of
support we receive from Hobie Cat.  Limited production of the
H17 to keep the racing class viable would be a particularly
generous expression of factory support.  I will make it my
business to spread the word of that support.

In a way the H 17 Class has been united and energized by
this issue.  With production resumed we will not be perceived
as a dead ended class.  We can promote the class and
hopefully find new members.  As a class we have several
advantages, the most significant being that we are supported
by HCA.  We can offer the single handed multihull sailor
access to a regatta schedule no other boat can offer.

We fully understand that Hobie Cat has to remain profit-
able.  As members of HCA we have an interest in the health
of Hobie Cat and they have an interest in our health.  It is my
hope that some creative approach could be found here that
maintains the H17 as a viable class and also satisfies Hobie
Cat’s business objectives.  I would welcome any opportunity
to contribute to such a solution.

Dan Ward

LET’S GO WEST!

This is your official “IT’S TIME WE WENT WEST NOTICE!”
We have enjoyed the competition and company of our “left”
coast buddies year after year.  They always seem to muster
up the details to attend our events...so I’m planning on trying
REAL hard to make this event in Monterey, CA....it will be a
once-in-a-lifetime event/trek for me most likely.  My hope is
that towing a double-stack with maybe four H17’s behind my
RV with three to five passengers, will make it doable.  A
second vehicle towing a double with two or three boats, and
a few passengers would enable us to travel non-stop, with four
to seven boats, and maybe two to four guys flying. It would
cost probably $200-300 per person.

John Sherm, DrJSherm@aol.com

HOBIES ARE MORE FUN!

I would like to share my comparisons of two regattas I
attended this year.  One was a Hobie, the other a Laser
regatta; both were in the same city, Minneapolis, MN.  First the
Hobie regatta.  I arrived Friday with boats already setting up.
Sailors were there to welcome me and assist with setup.  Later
registration was open, and the refreshments were included in
registration with t-shirts and lots of other good stuff.

Next day the coffee was on, there was a lunch provided and
supper was a great pot luck feast.  The regatta concluded early
on Sunday with awards and a helpful send off.  I did not go into
all the detail of the great camaraderie shared around the camp
fire each night.

Now the Laser regatta.  Again arrived early Friday, with no
one around.  The next day boats started arriving about an hour
before the first race.  We went out on the water all day, and
came in and were provided with one slice of pizza and one
beer.

The regatta concluded on Sunday awards were held up
waiting for a protest.  With no end in site to the protest the
remaining competitors went home.  Finally I decided to start
my long journey home, without knowing any results.

Having attended a lot of Hobie regattas and a few Laser
regattas, even though they are both great boats to sail, I have
always left the Hobie regattas feeling so much better.

This is by no means a letter trying to knock the Laser class
as the racing is excellent, it is more a promotion or reconfirma-
tion of how great the Hobie class and sailors are.

By the way, the afore Hobie regatta mentioned was the
Midsummer Midwest regatta on Lake Waconia Minnesota.

Mike Madge, Canada

TURKEY REGATTA

I would like to thank all the sailors who came to Turkey and
made it a great regatta.  Fortunately, the wind gods were
relatively kind to us, providing double-trap conditions both
days.  Paul Hess headed up the Race Committee assisted by
Maryann and Mary Lindsay both days and Mary (from Santa
Cruz) and Mike for one day each.  Many thanks to them for an
incredibly well-run regatta.

Chase boats were handled by Ken and Jane, Mel and Mac,
and Vickie and my dad, Russ.  They also did a great job,
dealing with flipped boats, sinking boats and dismasted boats,
as well as 300 feet of line on the buoys!

If you didn’t participate in the running or organization of a
regatta this year, might be time to give back to the sport.  It
expands your perspective dramatically to be able to work a
regatta with top sailors like Mike Montague and Paul Hess.
Try it!

Gary Russell, Division 3 Chair
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by Bob Merrick, CT, Hobie 16 sailor and Olympic Silver Medallist in Sydney, Australia

Without the Hobie Class Association, it is more than likely that Hobie sailing would have gone the way of the International
110, the Prindle 19, and the Comet.  It is highly probable that there would be no North American Championship or any Area
Championships.  There would be no national newsletter, no insurance for regattas, no race management programs, no guest
expert programs, and no youth programs.  All of these components are held together by the administrative structure of the
association, which facilitates and promotes the fleet structure.  And most importantly the success of the Hobie Way of Life is
the product of the blood, sweat, and tears of the numerous volunteers who, for the most part, are also Hobie sailors.  The Hobie
Class is one of the largest classes worldwide, and without a strong overall structure, the class would dwindle into a few local
fleets and many, many Hobies sitting under tarps in backyards all year.

These are the rewards you reap:

· Hobie Class provides Hobie sailors with a top-notch Class Association so that Hobie sailors can work together in a focused
way to promote, sustain and build Hobie sailing in North America.

· Hobie Class volunteers put together a fantastic newsletter and web site to keep class members informed about up coming
regattas, past regattas and class issues.

· We all know that sailing is more fun when you’re climbing the learning curve so the Hobie Class arranges for Guest Experts
to put on free clinics at Hobie regattas all around the country.

· If you’ve ever been to a regatta with a bad race committee, or better yet if you’ve ever attempted to run a race committee
yourself, you can understand the value Hobie Class brings to the class with its race management programs.

· To help make the racing more fun the Hobie Class helps regatta organizers by providing standard race instructions written
by Hobie sailors.  This may sound like a simple thing but without an efficient class association that has the support of its sailors
these things would never get done.

· At Hobie Area and Continental Championships the Hobie Class provides an additional level of support to make sure that
these regattas are the highlight of your sailing season.

· Part of the Hobie Class’s purpose is to ensure that Hobie sailing is enjoyed for decades to come.  For that reason the Hobie
Class is leveraging its resources to promote youth to sail Hobies.

· The Hobie Class is looking out for your interests by sending volunteers to US Sailing and ISAF meetings, where important
policy decisions are made for the sport of sailing.  You have a voice at these meetings without spending your own valuable
vacation time.

· The Hobie Class is the glue that holds Hobie sailors together.  It’s true there is strength in numbers but only if there is a
unifying force to hold it all together.  The Hobie Class is our unifying force in North America.  There are plenty of classes out
there that either never got off the ground or cease to exist due to the lack of a strong class association.  Thankfully the Hobie
Class does not fall into this category.

· With a successful class association the rest of the pieces come together sometimes so smoothly that they are not even
noticed.

What does the Hobie Class do for you?

HOBIE CLASSIFIEDS

1984 Hobie 16 for sale!  This boat is race ready: EPO rudders, Hobie 20  tiller connecters, double traps, Aussie halyard
system, Harken 6 to 1 main blocks, comptip.  Used white main and used jib.  No  trailer.  This boat is FAST.  I can deliver in
CA.  $1500.00 obo.  Contact  John at johnnyo@allover.com or 408.836.6997.

I’m making custom cat boxes out of plywood in CA.  I can do any dimensions that you need.  I made one for my Tiger with
a drawer and custom rudder and center board rack.  If you are interested, please call Rob at 775.338.1986.

1995 Hobie 16, in great condition.  It comes with an Easy Loader trailer and a complete set of sails and extra main sails.
Asking price is $4,500.00.  Contact John at jksharky@att.net.
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Suffice to say that working with these
two gentlemen has been a pleasure for
Lori Mohney and me.  I hope many of
you attend Mexico.  It should be an event
that raises the standard.

On another totally different plane,
Doug Skidmore of HCC has announced
the company’s intent to make boats avail-
able for the 2005 H16 North Americans.
Doug and the HCA Executive are
currently working out details of formats,
etc.  Lori and I will be actively seeking a
prime location for this return to
“supplied-boats North Americans.”  Any
Division interested should request a bid
package from Lori.  This new develop-
ment in the racing scene will manifest
itself in bringing back value to the Point
system or a new Rating system.
Currently the HCA is doing a study, led
by Bruce Andrews, into a rating system
for North America.

With supplied boats, we would expect
that there will be a number of pre-quali-
fied via the Points or Rating system and
also a limited number of Qualifying
positions.  The decisions regarding all of
this are yet to be made, but the current
thinking is that it will resemble a Worlds
format.  More on this as it develops.

Have a Hobie Day.

PU

From the Signal Boat...
Gearing Up for Hobie 16s

by Paul Ulibarri, HCA Race Director

In the beginning, we were concerned
whether the sailors of the world would
come to Mexico.  Last week, eight weeks
before the event, we had to stop accept-
ing registration for all but the Youth and
Women’s, and we can only take about
nine more in that combined category.

We had 194 teams in the Open when
we cut that off.  We had to cut off the
Masters/Grand Masters three weeks ago
because we had exceeded the number
of boats available.  Luckily the Hobie Cat
Company (HCC) offered to increase the
number of boats to 64.  We normally
keep four boats in reserve so that means
we can accommodate 120 teams in a
Round Robin format.

This increase in the number of boats
by HCC was a lifesaver and is another
example of the close relationship the
Hobie Class (HCA) has with the HCC.
We are very fortunate in the current
ownership and Executive of the HCC.
All of them, from the President down, are
very supportive of the HCA.  Of course
none of this would be possible without
the blessing of Dick Rogers, one of the
owners of HCC.

Back to Mexico, we are planning
extensive media coverage of the event.
Thus far, ESPN has been contacted and
negotiations are in process to have them
film a half hour show of the Worlds.
Additionally, Sailing World is sending
their top reporter and photographer to
cover the event.  In addition, this pair will
try to qualify in the Qualifier Event
May 8-9.  Two other major magazines
will be represented at Mexico as well.

We are currently working on the daily
web program.  It is our intent to post each
race soon after the last boat has fin-
ished.  Mike Walker from Canada will
spearhead this operation from the HCA
side and work quite closely with our
hosts from Mexico.

The number of boats in the Qualifier is
120, necessitating a round robin series
for the Qualifier. The number of qualify-
ing positions is 40, so only one third of
the qualifying fleet will go on.  This
competition is expected to be intense.

The Youth / Women’s combined fleet
is up to around 50, and the Masters/
Grand Masters has been cut off at 60
boats.  The Open will now be 120 teams
with the addition of boats to 60.  Sixty
teams will advance the last two days to
sail for the Championship.

These registration figures are baf-
fling, as Europe has not responded with
the numbers that one would usually
expect.  We have noted that in the past
few days, that we are getting requests to
register from all over, but mostly from
Europe.  Unfortunately, many who
decided to register at the last minute will
find that registration is closed.

The number of countries registered is
over 30.  We have two first time counties,
China and the Sultana of Oman.  It is
quite exciting to us to see where these
people are coming from.  Apparently the
H16 is very much alive and kicking.

Just a word about our Hosts in Mexico.
Essentially they are Alberto Ponce and
his family, as well as his closest friend,
Rodrigo Lopez.  Alberto, (Beto) is a H16
sailor who has attended three World
Championships.  He is determined to
make this Worlds the best, and it is very
apparent that he is serious.  Anything
that the class has suggested he has
approved.  Rodrigo is his associate in
business and is also very involved in
Hobie Cats.

Hobie 16s at the 2003
Hobie 16 North Americans.

Photo by Aqua Canvas.
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Women’s Racing
by Heather Morrison,
NAHCA Women’s Representative

The snow is falling here in Kansas as
I write my article.  But I know that a
summer filled with sailing is just around
the corner.  A lot has been going on the
last few months, so I’ve got quite a few
exciting updates in the world of women’s
sailing to share with you.

I held the Women’s meeting in
Rehoboth this past fall during the
Women’s 16 event, where 18 women
attended.  The meeting was quite pro-
ductive and it gave us a chance to meet
each other.  From our discussion, we
developed the concept of holding sailing
seminars specially designed for women.
So I named them W.O.W. (Women on
the Water) clinics.

This is what the clinics are about.  I
asked all Divisions to consider designat-
ing one regatta this season to a W.O.W.
clinic.  This means offering one of your
best sailors, preferably a woman, to in-
struct a clinic before the regatta specifi-
cally for women racers.  It’s our hope that
a brief clinic might help those women
who are unsure about participating in a
regatta and need a “push.”  Or maybe
some women just need some instruction
in racing rules, tactics, or how to sail.
This could be an opportunity for women
to develop the confidence in their sail-
ing, therefore, lead to more participation
in regattas (perhaps skipper a few!).

Every participant will receive a FREE
t-shirt (they are awesome!) and a Hobie
U book, all compliments of the Hobie
Class Association.

It’s my hope that by offering these
clinics, we will promote women in sailing
and racing and give women an opportu-
nity to develop skills to become effective
and confident skippers and crew.  So
take a look at the schedule (click the
WHCRA link at nahca.org) and pick a
clinic close to you! You will also find
contact information to get more details
about each clinic.  I will be updating this
schedule as more clinics are organized.
Keep checking for updates!

The 2004 Hobie World Champion-

ship, which includes the Women’s 16
Worlds, is going to be quite an event.  It
takes place in May and will truly be an
event to remember.  Good luck to all the
female competitors!  I‘ll be checking the
website for results.  Hobie Cat Company
has designed a beautiful set of sails to
represent the culture and colors of
Mexico and its heritage.  If you haven’t
made plans to attend, get those plane
and hotel reservations and go!

Don’t forget to mark the Women’s
North American Continental Champion-
ship on your calendar for September 10-
12.  The regatta is located in Syracuse,
New York at Oneida Shores Park.  This
will be a wonderfully organized event
and ladies, if you haven’t sailed in a
national event, make this your first.  They
promise you “good old fashion Hobie
hospitality, where every racer is treated
like a Continental Champion.”  Sounds
good to me!  I know I’ll be there!

If you haven’t already, I encourage
you to take a look at our brand-new HCA
Women’s website (click the WHCRA link
at nahca.org)!  It has been redesigned
by our webmistress, Karen-Ann Xavier,
and looks fantastic!  We have added a
picture link (feel free to email pictures to
me to post), a notice of race section, as
well as the list of W.O.W. clinics.  I hope
this will keep all the women Hobie sailors
more informed of upcoming events.  If
you know of a women’s event that is not

listed, let me know and I’ll post it to the
website.  In addition, I have started a
woman’s email list.  I will use this to send
out updates and notices of women’s
regattas.  If you want to be included on
the list, email me (sail@rurallink.net)
and I‘d be glad to add you.

Lastly, I had the opportunity to be
involved in a HCA Board meeting in
Atlantic City in January.  We spent a day
discussing issues related to the organi-
zation and planned for the future.  After
a day of work, we also had the chance to
visit the Atlantic City Sail Expo.  We
climbed on Hunters and Catalinas while
also exploring all the vendor booths.
Hobie Cat Company also had a booth
set up displaying a rigged 16 and Tiger
and a kayak.  Good job promoting the
sport!

In the 2004 HCA issues to come, look
for more interviews with experienced
and new female sailors and reports on
the many women’s events.  We have so
much to look forward to this summer!  I’m
anxiously awaiting that first regatta, as I
hope you are too.  The winter has been
way too long and I miss my Hobie friends.
Wipe the cobwebs off those boats and
get ready to race another great season!
See you on the start line!

Heather Morrison, Kathleen Tracy, and
Mimi Appel sit on a fully-rigged Hobie 16
while visiting the Atlantic City Sail Expo

in January.
Photo courtesy of Rob Jerry.
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WOMEN ON THE WATER CLINICS 2004
W.O.W.

Attention all women sailors!!!!
This year, as the Hobie Class Association Women’s Representative, I am launching a new program called Women on
the Water Clinics or W.O.W.
This is what the clinics are about.  I am asking all Divisions to consider designating one regatta (Hobie class sanctioned
event) this season to a W.O.W. clinic.  This means offering one of your best sailors, preferably a woman, to instruct a
clinic before the regatta specifically for women racers.  It’s our hope that a brief clinic might help those women who are
unsure about participating in a regatta and need a “push.”  Or maybe some women just need some instruction in racing
rules, tactics, or how to sail.  This could be an opportunity for women to develop the confidence in their sailing, therefore,
lead to more participation in regattas (perhaps skipper a few!).
Every participant will receive a FREE T-shirt (they are awesome!) and a Hobie U book, all compliments of the Hobie
Class Association.
It’s my hope that by offering these clinics, we will promote women in sailing and racing and give women an opportunity to
develop skills to become effective and confident skippers and crew.  So take a look at the schedule and pick a clinic
close to you!  You will also find contact information to get more details about each clinic.  I will be updating this schedule
as more clinics are organized.  Keep checking the website (click the WHCRA link at nahca.org) for updates!
See you on the start line!
Heather Morrison
HCA Women’s Representative
sail@rurallink.net

Date Regatta Location Instructor(s) Contact email
June 12-13 Regata de Gatos Port Burwell, Lake Erie Lori Mohney miracle429@aol.com
June 26-27 Tropical Dreams Lake MacConaughy, NE Heather Morrison/KathleenTracy sail@rurallink.net
Oct. 2-3 Shegatta Lake Ray Roberts Sheila Holmes sheila.holmes@pfizer.com
July 16-17 Hobie Kenobie Angola, NY Susan Korz roxyrace@twcny.rr.com
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Guest Expert Program
Big Changes for 2004

by Mimi Appel, GEP Coordinator

2004 is shaping up to be yet another exciting season for the
Guest Expert Program.  We’ve seen some staffing changes in
the GEP Committee.

Kathleen Tracy, who worked hard at the program last
season, has been promoted to Class treasurer.  Kathleen did
a great job, many thanks to her for her efforts!  She will still be
helping out with GEP by sending out the Hobie U 2002
booklets.  Remember, Hobie U is FREE to Hobie Class
Association members.  Kathleen’s contact info is listed on
page 4.  If you still don’t have a copy of the hottest publications
in the Hobie world, send an email to Kathleen.  Don’t forget
your Hobie Class membership number!

Terri Reuwsaat, from Texas, has joined the GEP ranks.  In
a very short time she has greatly reduced my workload.  Terri
is busy working with the Host Fleets/Divisions that are hoping
to hold an event.  The emails are flying from Experts and
Hosts.  The hard part is matching the Experts to a dates and
locations that they are available.  Terri will be taking over the
GEP program.  I am thrilled to see the Program in such good
hands.

The 2004 GEP schedule is listed in the Major Events
Schedule at the back of this newsletter.

Hobie Youth News
2004 Will Be BUSY!

by Marie Appel, Fleet 204

Hey again everyone.  As you all know, it is the off-season
and if you’re like me, you dread it.  But some good things can
come from the cold weather and lack of sailing, the Hobie
Class Association Board Meeting for one.  At this meeting, my
mom, Mimi Appel, was picked as the new HCA Youth Repre-
sentative.  She has been the Guest Expert Program (GEP) rep
for five years so she’s writing up the GEP article and I’m just
helping her out by writing this Yout’ Report.

Our entire household is excited about the upcoming sea-
son, that means me, my little sister Kate, my dad, my mom,
and probably even the dogs.  We all love sailing, and we know
that this season is going to rock, especially for the youths.

There are tons of youth events planned, like the Northwest
Area Youth Championship, the US Sailing Youth Multihull
Championship and the one in my hometown, the 2004 Hobie
North American Youth Championship in lovely (but some-
times cold) Syracuse, New York.

If you live in or around Division 16, we’ve got some great
stuff planned.  The third annual Yout’ Hoot will be at the Hamlin
Beach Regatta again this year.

We have a new addition to our line up of regattas in D16.
This year will be the first D16 Youth Championship in August.
It will be on Oneida Lake at Pat and Barb Caster's house and
all youths are welcome.  We will get you more information,
such as specific dates and age limits, as soon as we can.

Another plus for the youths this season
is the all new Grant Program to help get
us kids to all these events.  Watch the
HCA web site for grant details.  We have
got a lot of people working for us this year
and we have to take full advantage of it.

Go to all the youth events you can.
I know some kids are scared to go be-
cause they think they will lose.  But that’s
not what it’s about.   Even when I get last
place in a regatta, I don’t even think about
regretting it.  These events are awesome
and I hope to see you all there!

See HCA’s web page for details or e-
mail my mom and I at Mimiappel@aol.com
and Laxgirl002@aol.com.

If this looks like your boat after rigging, you need the GEP program
(or maybe, a LOT less rum)!

Photo courtesy of Perdro Colon, PUR.
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ATTENTION YOUT’ SAILORS

Mark your calendars for the
2004 - 204 Hobie 16 Yout’ Continentals

September 10, 11 & 12, 2004
Syracuse, New York

Set your goals NOW….

Talk to your parents…
-Explain how badly you want to go.
-Make a pact…”I will keep my grades
above ____ to earn time off from
school.”

Talk to your friends…
-Find good crew
-Get psyched for a GREAT event

Talk to event organizers
Email mimiappel@aol.com or
Marie Appel laxgirl002@aol.com on…
-Input on event format
-2 day race/1 day seminar?
-3 day race ?
-Issues, problems or questions you need
worked out to attend.

Let’s get moving early.
This will be a SUPER event; advance
planning can make great things happen!

Hobie Youth News
Team Rondo at the Hobie 16 North Americans

September 26 - October 3, 2003  Rehoboth Bay, DE

A Youth Perspective of the
Hobie 16 Continentals 2003

Written by: “Team Rondo”, Erin (14) and Alicia LaPorta (15), Kelly
Wood (18), George Miscannon (15).  Assisted by Ron LaPorta (1959)

Being on Team Rondo is a life changing experience; it
means no matter how hard the wind is blowing you’re out on
a boat.  But first, at the beginning of the sailing season comes
the selection process.  If a skipper is planning on asking a
Team Rondo member to sail with them, they better be at the
Gunpowder I regatta to get first dibs (or if they’re lucky they
have Rondo’s email address).

Everyone knows what went on in the sailing aspect of
Continentals, but not many know what went on with Team
Rondo after we came in off of the water.  When everyone went
their separate ways, all the “yout’s” got together to make plans
for the night and choose whose hotel room would be de-
stroyed that night (which was usually Camp Rondo).

Go-Karts (NO BUMPING) were a whole other issue, the
“yout’s”, along with a few of the adults (Rondo, Valerie and
Dave, Frank, Vicky & JoAnn among the many others) couldn’t
wait to go.  The bumps and bruises we got from the go-karts
were starting to compete with the “Hobie Hickies” we got on
the water.

When Pigs Fly… We Race!

Day 1 Friday - The beginning of a nice tan line.

Winds - almost honkin’

Wally Meyers and Mimi Appel held a clinic for all of us
“yout’s” where we learned about the strategies of sailing and
sitting on the starting line, rounding the weather mark and the
gates.  In addition to the classroom clinic we also had time out
on the water after we learned how to rig a boat.  That night we
attended the womens and “yout’s” welcoming banquet, after
which the “yout’s” destroyed team Rondo’s hotel room.

Continued on next page

Alicia LaPorta, crewing for Steve Hilk, in the Youth event.
Photo by Aqua Canvas.
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Hobie Youth News
Team Rondo at the Hobie 16 North Americans

September 26 - October 3, 2003  Rehoboth Bay, DE

continued from previous page

Day 2 Saturday - Let the racing begin!

Winds - honkin’

All the “yout’s” were double trapped, well almost all of them.
Sean and Erin sailed a boat that was 45 pounds over minimum
weight.  Jon and Jamie double flipped rounding A mark and
Jon was hit by the boom and suffered a concussion.  Jorge and
Kelly missed the gate at C mark and had to turn around and
go back through.  Steve and Alicia flipped two times and Marie
and Cory pitch-poled.

Following the racing the “yout’s” and some very eager
adults went to the Midway go-karts for more racing.  After go-
karts a few “yout’s” and the Team Rondo “yout’s” decided to
head over to the bumper-boats, each of us trying to soak the
others by pushing them under the fountain.  When our tickets
ran out, we decided to dry off during a “nice and calm” game
of miniature golf.

Day 3 Sunday - Protest alley.

Winds - really honkin’

Day 3 was the final day for “yout’s” and womens.  On the
way out to the committee boat, Steve and Alicia decided to go
for a swim and flipped their boat.  There was also a lot of
confusion with the wind shifts and a few boats rounded the
wrong mark, including a Team Rondo girl and her skipper.
There were many protests, most of which were made by Mike
and Justin.

The banquet for the womens and “yout’s” awards was held
in Rudder Towne, with Rosarito Martinez and Kamil Berrios
taking first for the womens and Jorge Murrieta and Kelly taking
first for “yout’s” - Yeah for Team Rondo.  Following the
banquet, Team Rondo invited Jorge, Francisco and Martin
back to the hotel room for some pillow fights, a towel snapping
contest (which they have down to a science) and some card
games that didn’t end until 3 a.m.

Continued on next page

Next page, top: George Miscannon,
crewing in the Open event.

Next page, bottom: Rondo and Erin
lead David Raughley into A-mark.

Photos by Aqua Canvas.

Above: Kelly LaPorta,
First Place crew in theYouth event,

sailing with Jorge Murrieta.
Right: Erin LaPorta crews for

Sean McQuilken.
Photos by Aqua Canvas.

HCA_News.qxd  4/20/04  10:26 AM  Page 22



...to establish and promote the highest standards of Hobie Cat sailing / racing...

HOBIE CLASS NEWS MARCH - APRIL 2004 PAGE 23

Hobie Youth News
Team Rondo at the Hobie 16 North Americans

September 26 - October 3, 2003  Rehoboth Bay, DE

continued from previous page

Day 4 Monday - Let the racing begin . . . again!

Winds - shifty and honkin’

Four Races with stiff competition, going to sleep well
tonight.

Day 5 Tuesday - It’s starting to get chilly.

Winds - shifty and light - thank God!

Half way through the first race we were postponed and sent
to the beach to the sounds of island music.

Day 6 Wednesday - Bobbing around

Winds - what wind?

After quite a few general recalls the first race was started
but then we were sent in to the beach to wait until the wind
picked up.  Later on we were sent back out just to paddle in
again at around dinner time.  Luckily, Carl Beherns was
playing Jimmy Buffett music as we paddled our boats back to
the beach.

Day 7 Thursday - How many times did you flip?

Winds - gusts of 40+ (NICE as Rondo would say)

Day 7 looked like it would be much better than day 6, and
it turned out to be.  During the last race, everyone that stayed
out there, it seemed, flipped at least once with the strong gusts
and huge waves.  Not that anyone was taking an official count,
but Ollie and Kelly Jason flipped eight times.  Ed Nolen and
Mike Kast seven times and Jim Glanden and Kelly Wood were
not far behind with four.  Some people decided it wasn’t fun
anymore after the first or second time they flipped and headed
to shore.  Dave Raughley was injured when the boom hit him
in the head, which caused a black eye
and he didn’t sail for the rest of the day
or on day 8.

Day 8 - The last day!

Winds - from okay to honkin’

Bobbing around comes to mind
when we think of the first hour we were
out there after the first race during the
postponement.  The sea breeze finally
came in and we were off for two more
exhilarating races, double trapped and
some flipped.  Mud on the top of the sail
was vogue.

The awards banquet that evening
was a hoot.  We Yout’s all sat together

and traded stories with our new international friends (ex-
tended Team Rondo).  The evening followed with another
round of pillow fights and popcorn and trashing Rondo’s room.

All in all a five star event with great camaraderie and lots of
new friends.  We learned so many things you can’t get from a
textbook.  Looking forward to the Hobie 16 Worlds competition
in May of 2004.

May the Sailing Gods breathe on you everyday.
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International Hobie Class Association
David Brookes

18 Arafura Crescent, Tingalpa 4173
QLD, AUSTRALIA

Tel + 61 7 3890 5224
Email: david.brookes@hobieclass.com

IHCA Web: www.hobieclass.com
IHCA Worlds: www.hobieworlds.com

Global Hobie Racing Updates
HOBIE CATS

It seems appropriate that the Interna-
tional Hobie Class Association (IHCA)
explains their position with regards to
sanctioning our racing to Hobie Cats
only.  The IHCA is an amalgamation of
dedicated multihull sailors that choose
to sail Hobie Cats.  The IHCA and our
Class Rules are acknowledged and ac-
cepted by the International Sailing Fed-
eration (ISAF).

The IHCA was built and is supported
not by any multihull sailors but by Hobie
Cat sailors.  We race under very strict
one design racing rules which allow those
that participate to sail using their skill not
their check books.  When a Hobie Cat
sailor crosses the finishing line in first
place, he does not have to do calcula-
tions on some weird handicap system to
see how he performed.  Everyone knows
who won the race.

If I attended a Laser Championship
with a 420 would I be allowed to com-
pete?  Or if I turned up with a Mumm 36
at a Farr 40 Regatta would they accept
my entry?  The answer would be “No.”
You could not be allowed compete in a
Class sailing event if I did not have that
Class of boat.  As such the IHCA and the
North American Hobie Class Associa-
tion are no different.

All Hobie sailors enjoy competition,
and it is one of the reasons why the IHCA
is a strong supporter of open racing such
as the Formula 18.  But the Hobie sailors
also enjoy Class racing and it is obliga-
tion to provide this service to them.  We
are the International Hobie Class asso-
ciation, not the International Multihull
Class Association.

HOBIE YOUTH

The Executive would like to see a
more committed effort in the area of
youth sailing.  With the forth coming
ISAF Youth Worlds and Dragoon Worlds,
it is believed that for the benefit of the
Class, that we must increase our youth
sailing programs.  So the Executive re-
quest all Regional Chairmen (or the coun-
try chairmen) contact the MNAs in their
region to inform them that:

1 There is a multihull class at the ISAF
2004 Youth Worlds in Poland.

2 The boat they will be sailing is a
Hobie 16 with spinnaker.

3 The multihull division is a full and
recognized division in the ISAF Youth
Worlds.

The Executive understand that if some
Regions do not become more active in
youth sailing projects that the Regions
will soon become a Master Fleet only.
The Executive would also like to see
what youth programs your region/coun-
tries are providing.  This allows us to
share each other’s ideas to develop the
best program for each region.

RULE UPDATES

The International Hobie Class Asso-
ciation Rules Committee has posted the
following on the website for comment,
“Legalizing rope luff and leech line for
spinnaker Hobies.”  Your comments are
welcome and encouraged.

The Rules Committee has just
approved improved foils for the Tiger,
FX-One and Fox as class legal.  Shape
and profile of the new foils is identical to
current.  The new technology further-
more enables future use of different pat-
terns, motifs and logos in the foils.

HOBIE 16 WORLDS

A record number of 60 brand new
Hobie 16s, rotating between over 200
entries, will be at the starting line-up of
the Coca Cola Hobie 16 World Champi-
onships, May 5-14 in Cancun, Mexico.
The boats are all being supplied by Hobie
Cat Company, the Oceanside, CA,
manufacturer of the Hobie 16.

HCC President, Doug Skidmore,
stepped up and gave race organizers
the extra boats they needed to accom-
modate the outstanding turnout.  “It is
our way of encouraging as many people
as possible to get out on the water and
enjoy Hobie sailing and racing,”
commented Skidmore.  Five forty-foot
containers were shipped for the event.

The 2004 World Championships
promise to be the most exciting ever.
The Open, Grand Masters, and Masters
entries reached maximum capacities.
While other sailing classes may be
struggling, this unprecedented enthusi-
asm proves that the Hobie 16 class, the
largest catamaran racing fleet in the
world, is only getting stronger.

Every sailor will get to sail one of the
new Hobie 16s one time during the
racing.  This rule promises to match the
skill of each racer with the proven perfor-
mance of the Hobie 16.

If you cannot join us in Cancun, we
invite you to share in the action by log-
ging onto www.hobieworlds.com, which
will be updated each day of the event.

HOBIE DRAGOON WORLDS

The Notice of Race for the first Open
Hobie Dragoon Worlds is available for
downloading at www.hobieclass.com.
Come be a part of history and see which
team will be our very first Dragoon World
Champions.  The event will be sailed at
Royal Belgium Yacht Club, Duinbergen
from July 27-30, 2004, and will be held in
conjunction with the European Hobie 16
with Spinnaker Youth Championships.
So be there to check out all the excite-
ment and action.

Continued on next page
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THAILAND H16 NATIONALS

A record number of entries entered
the Hobie 16 Thailand Nationals hosted
by the Royal Varuna Yacht Club, South
Pattaya.  The promotion of Hobie Cat in
the South East Region has been a
success with sailors from Thailand, Hong
Kong, China, Philippines, Oman,
Australia, Germany, France, United King-
dom and Sweden.  This was one of the
biggest collections of overseas sailors
to attend a Hobie Asian Championship.

But as always with the strict one de-
sign racing of the Hobie 16, all the com-
petitors had an equal chance to show
their skills.  Special thanks must be
given to the sponsor, Bluewaves
Watersports, Thailand’s new Hobie
dealer.  Without their support and vision
to attract so many Hobie sailors this
event would not be possible.

A full compliment of international sail-
ors raced in the pristine waters of
Thailand.  The northerly monsoon eased
to create some great racing.  As the
monsoon eased the onshore waves de-
creased to produce a very even race-
track.

Peter and Juliet Bates, fresh from
their win in Hong Kong Hobie Classic,
showed why they are the best Hobie 16
sailors in Asia.  With three races sailed,
this husband and wife team managed a
1,2,1, scorecard to be the early leaders.
Royal Vauna sailor’s David and Susan
Race kept the Bates team honest in the
first two races with never more than five
seconds separating them.

Full results can be found at
www.hobieclass.com.

AUSTRALIAN HOBIE
CHAMPIONSHIPS

At the 2003-2004 Australian Hobie
Championships, the sailors had a
variety of winds from light/moderate to
survival.  But the success of any cham-
pionships can be measured by the
sailors’ faces, and there are plenty of
smiling faces around the boat park.

The Hobie Tiger has shown itself to
be the show case of Formula 18 racing
in Europe and Australia, and it is no
different here.  The competitive fleet
attracted three current world champi-
ons.  In the first six races there were five
different heat winners.

The results showed the same tight
sailing with Darren Bundock and Brad
Sumner tied for first place, with Darren
winning on a countback of the overall
results.  Darren believes the Hobie Tiger
has some of the toughest competition in
multihull racing, “Just seeing the differ-
ent heat winners showed that nobody
dominated the series.  It was a real tough
series.”

Steve Fields, Managing Director of
Hobie Cat Australasia, finished third.
Steve was pleased that factory team
finished first, second and third.  “We
never thought that our whole team would
do so well.  The boats are standard
Tigers, and Darren, to his credit, put his
boat together on the first day of the
regatta and won.  As the major sponsor
and podium finisher we are overjoyed
with the results.”

In the Hobie Youth it was an all family
affair with brothers Shane and Michael
Peterson fighting for first place, with
older brother Shane becoming the even-
tual winner.  These two young sailors will
now continue their battle in Cancun,
Mexico at the Hobie 16 Youth Worlds.
For the selection series for the ISAF
Youth Worlds in Poland, Lachlan Gibson
edged out Taylor Booth.

David Bent sailed a perfect last day of
the championship to win all three races
and the championship.  Husband and
wife team Steve and Leslie Kiely tried
valiantly to close the gap but could not

match the boat speed of Bent.  Andre
Nelson hung on to claim third place
overall after winning the first race of the
series.

Making a return to Women’s racing,
Belinda Zanesco won the Hobie 16
Women’s National Championships.
Donna Kennedy kept the pressure on
Belinda with a first and second in the last
two races.

It was a great series with the sailors
enjoying the racing and the hospitality of
Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron.
Hobie Cat Australasia is the major spon-
sor of this event.  For further information,
visit their website at:

http://www.hobiecat.com.au/.

IHCA NEWSLETTER

The IHCA Newsletter is available for
download at the website.  It is available
and there is lots of news happening.  In
the newsletter you will read about:

The true facts on the ISAF Youth
Multihull Trials in Quiberon.

What happened at ISAF Conference.

The Hobie Dragoon given provisional
ISAF Recognised Status.

Racing reports from around the world.

The latest on Coca Cola Hobie 16
Worlds in Cancun, Mexico and a free
computer wallpaper.

All this and a whole lot more at your
website www.hobieclass.com.

Due to the increasing privacy and
anti-spam laws if you wish to continue to
receive all the Hobie news and informa-
tion from around the world, could you
please subscribe at the website
www.hobieclass.com.

Have a Hobie Day!

David

Global Hobie Racing Updates
continued from previous page

HCA_News.qxd  4/20/04  10:26 AM  Page 25



...to establish and promote the highest standards of Hobie Cat sailing / racing...

PAGE 26 MARCH - APRIL 2004 HOBIE CLASS NEWS

Northwest Area Championship
August 1-3, 2003  Lake Quinault, WA

by Laura Sullivan

The Northwest Area Championship is a very unique event.
The lake is in the heart of the Quinault Indian Reservation.

All the cabins and lodges around the lake are on Tribal
Grounds, which keeps the growth to a standstill.  When you
come to Lake Quinault, you’re stepping back in time to a much
quieter and simpler life.

It takes special permission from the Quinault Indian Tribe
to hold the Northwest Area Championship.  Water skiing, jet
skiing and wake boarding are not allowed on the lake.  Slow
moving fishing boats can be seen through the early morning
dew.  Kayaks, canoes and sailboats soon follow once the dew
lifts and the sun begins to peak above the mountains.

The surrounding community looks forward to the lake
coming alive with the color and excitement from the Hobie cats
each year.

The Northwest Area Championship started out under blue
skies and double trap breezes.  What was especially notewor-
thy about the event was that the 16 Fleet was amazed to have
24 boats on the water - 16 A Fleet, 4 B Fleet, and 4 C Fleet.
It’s the first time in a very long time that we’ve had the
excitement of a B and C fleet.  This was owing to the fact that
the Northwest has been hosting free sailing seminars for the
last two years, which has exposed the new sailors to the
possibility of racing.

We added a couple unique features to the Area Champion-
ship.  We held a silent auction as well as a live auction.  Our

volunteer auctioneer – Peter Nelson – a normally T-shirts and
shorts kind of guy - donned a tuxedo for the event.

All proceeds went towards the purchase of a Hobie Wave,
which was donated to the Sand Point Sailing Center to be
used in their youth training programs.  The Sand Point Sailing
Center trains about 1000 youths each year.

The auctions were very successful, and with some addi-
tional donations, we were able to purchase a new Hobie
Wave.  The Northwest Yacht Brokers Association agreed to
match all donations, so we were able to get two Hobie Waves
for youth sailing.  The Sailing Center was ecstatic for the
donations and we’re all extremely proud of our accomplish-
ment.

The Area Championship ended on a slower note on Sun-
day with light winds and overcast skies.  The leaders in each
race were holding their breath, as the wind filled from behind,
their lead shrinking with each passing moment.  Once across
the finish line you could hear skippers breathe again, and their
blue coloring returned to a healthy glow.

The awards ceremony was a bit special this year.  The last
award of the day – the Hobie 16 A first place went to Peter
Nelson and Laura Sullivan.  Peter had been trying to win the
Area Championship for more years that he cares to admit.  He
won with 7 bullets and a 3rd which was his throw-out.  The
Division 4 sailors teamed together to surround Peter and
Laura and proceed to throw them into the lake as their way of
congratulating them for their accomplishment.

It was a weekend of accomplishment in many ways.  Come
join us and step back in time to a quieter and simpler life, if only
for a weekend.

POS SKIPPER/CREW SAIL NO TOTAL
HOBIE 16A

1 Nelson/Sullivan 107716 7
2 Robinson/Robinson 87455 20
3 Christianson/� 91943 21
4 Meibach/Meibach 102793 30
5 Jones/Gutzmann 107659 36
6 Hilton/Hilton 74362 50
7 Havig/Sterr 100192 55
8 Hall/Hall 104765 55
9 Griffin/Griffin 105377 58

10 Dingle/Dingle 96531 63
11 Rosenbach/Rosenbach 92644 65
12 VanPatten/VanPatten 102839 68
13 Jones/Rosenbach 102256 74
14 Swanson/Swanson 58180 78

HOBIE 16B
1 Robinson/Robinson 88950 11
2 Chapman/Chapman 94045 13
3 Lish/Bodine 56834 23
4 Heller/Heller 105420 25
5 Swanberg/Swanberg 82876 29
6 Coleman/Coleman 86621 30

2003 Northwest NAHCA Area Championships
Final Results

POS SKIPPER/CREW SAIL NO TOTAL
HOBIE 16C

1 Byers/Byers 91882 9
2 Collier/Velsey 102985 14
3 Web/Hensley 22571 17
4 Olson/Johnson 87455 18

HOBIE 17
1 Wilder 319 13
2 Ruggles 5837 17
3 Kristiansen 5788 20
4 Waissi 349 23
5 Baraclough 5843 32
6 Tarleton 6185 39
7 Groesz, Bill 1597 42
8 Groesz, Jeremy 4451 47
9 Hensel 5420 59

POS SKIPPER/CREW SAIL NO TOTAL
HOBIE 18

1 Marshack/Marshack 15990 9
2 Marshack/Groesz 15987 13
3 Colwell/Colwell 3064 23
4 Evenden/Harkins 16769 30
5 Nilan 15647 31
6 VonStube/VonStube 15881 36
7 Thomson/Newton 15852 45

HOBIE 18B
1 Rhodes/Kiger 4902 7

HOBIE 18sx
1 Steele/Herdt 1002 6
2 Sele/Sele 1105 8

HOBIE 20
1 Lawrence/Lawrence 558 5

HOBIE TIGER
1 Cunningham/Johnson 1008 7
3 Collier/Collier 1025 14
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by Sheila Holmes, Hobie Fleet 23, Dallas, TX
Butterflies and Hobie Cats headed

south, lighting in Texas for a fine Octo-
ber weekend.  The monarch butterflies
were heading to warmer climates during
their annual migration.  The Hobie Cats
were destined for Lake Ray Roberts in
North Texas to participate in the
Shegatta, a women’s Hobie regatta that
supports Susan G. Komen Breast Can-
cer Research Foundation.

Hobie Fleet 23 of Dallas hosted the 4th

annual Shegatta.  And what a shindig!
The Friday night welcome party spon-
sored by members of the Lake Ray
Roberts Roy’all Yacht Club, featured
burgers and frozen beverages.  Com-
petitors, friends and support teams all
enjoyed the opportunity to mingle and
catch up with one another as more of the
Hobie family rolled in, coming for the
racing, camping and party.

Light breakfast fare and a sailing semi-
nar by host Sheila Holmes, followed by
skipper’s meeting kicked off the morn-
ing.  Saturday’s wind forecast called for
light air and PRO Bill Davenport pre-
pared, setting a good course for the light
conditions.

Ten teams of women sailing Hobie
16s, 18s and 20s started, looking for-
ward a light air warm up for the first race.
However as the race progressed, the
pressure decreased until the flutter of
butterfly wings felt like gusts.  Seasoned
Shegatta veterans Donna McIntosh and
Beverly Collins, competing in the 16

Gold class, demonstrated great prow-
ess in the light conditions winning the
first race, with Lynn Van Hooser & Peggy
Coe taking second.   The Hobie Cats and
monarch butterflies shared the zephyrs
of autumn, though the butterflies en-
joyed the light wind conditions more
than the lady sailors.

A lunch break was called with hopes
that afternoon conditions would improve.
There were heated croquet and horse-
shoe matches to while away the after-
noon and everyone enjoyed the aroma
of the briskets and chickens cooking on
the smoker.  What a way to build appe-
tites for the evening dinner!

Around 4:00 p.m, the wind came back
enough to start the races again, and the
team of Heather Morrison & Tiffany
Beckwith sailed into another 1st place
finish in the Hobie 20s.  The challenging
conditions also appeared to favor Gin-
ger Wilder and Nancy Page who won the
Hobie 16 Gold race.  The team of Margie
Buchanan and Dana Lynes, sailing in
their first regatta ever, were challenged
by the light conditions but sailed admira-
bly to claim the 16 Silver fleet honors.

Saturday evening dinner, prepared
by Claude Jones, was FANTASTIC.  All
you can eat smoked brisket (4-star award
winning brisket) and chickens (Allegro
marinated chickens), with all the fixings’
fed the hungry hordes.  And the pies
were delicious!  Thanks to Claude &
Ross Jones, Kim & Ryon Yazell for the
fantastic smoked meats.  Our apprecia-

tion also goes to Leslie & Kevin Likens,
Pat Ralph, and Mark & Patti Crockett for
organizing and serving such a fabulous
meal.

The party Saturday night was rock-
ing, thanks to the music of Dallas’ own
Cold Blue Steel.  The weather threat-
ened, moving the band under the big-top
tent, but the party rocked on in true
Hobie fashion.  Let the rain come – it
didn’t spoil Woodstock!  You know the
music is good when Phil Collins rocks
out, doing his imitation of a Chippendale
dancer.  I’ve known the man for 20+
years and I’ve never seen him dancing
and enjoying himself so much!  Maybe it
was the music, or maybe he was just
celebrating the Sports Couple of the
Year Award, which he and Beverly were
awarded that week.  Regardless, the
party was a smashing success.

Sunday morning, Ardy Moore (and
helpers) prepared his famous Taquito
breakfast.  Then back to the race course
for another race.  Hobie 20 team Karen
Palmer and Franchette Hampton won
the day’s race, the only team to defeat
Heather & Tiffany during the regatta.

Continued on next page

Shegatta 2003 – Let’s Sail for the Cure!

Left: A start at the 2003 NWAC.
Photo courtesy of Laura Sullivan.

Below. Big boats at the Shegatta.
Photo by Tom Daniels.
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There were many other firsts for the
regatta however.  Again, Marg & Dana
sailed in their VERY FIRST regatta.
Michelle Stacy (past Hobie 14 Women’s
National Champion) and Carol French
sailed a Hobie 20 for the first time.  Lynn
Van Hooser, who teamed up with 14
sailor Peggy Coe after Peggy’s trailer
bearings froze up on the way down,
sailed in 16 Gold for the first time and
even got a second place race during the
event.

But the most gratifying aspect of this
event is the money we raise for breast
cancer research.  This year, thanks to
the generous support of Aris Tsamis of
Mariner Sails and Hobie Cat, we again
had a Hobie Lanai kayak for our raffle.
With the help of Aris, Mariner, Hobie Cat
and other wonderful sponsors, as well

Shegatta 2003
continued from previous page

2003 Shegatta
Final Results

2003 Shegatta Results

Pos Skipper Crew Total
Hobie 20 Class

1 Heather Morrison Tiffany Beckwith 3
2 Karen Palmer Franchette Hampton 5
3 Michelle Stacy Carol French 9
4 Sheila Holmes Linda Halverson 10

Hobie 18 Class

1 Linda Dekort Lil Baker 3

Hobie 16 Gold Class

1 Ginger Wilder Nancy Page 3
2 Donna McIntosh Bev Collins 5
3 Deb Olsen Lisa Kizer 8
4 Lynn VanHooser Peggy Coe 10

Hobie 16 Silver Class

1 Marg Buchanan Dana Lynes 3

as the volunteers, competitors and
Hobie friends, not only did we have
a fantastic regatta, we donated
$1500 to the Susan G. Komen Foun-
dation for breast cancer research.

I challenge everyone to come out
next year and participate in the fun.
Come out and race, support the
ladies and make a contribution to
the fight against breast cancer!

Ginger Wilder and Nancy Page (16)
and Linda Dekort and Lil Baker (18)

sail for C mark during the 2003
Shegatta, held at Lake Ray Roberts.

Photo courtesy of Tom Daniels.
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by Rich McVeigh and Mike Levesque

You may have noticed that some of your newsletters didn’t arrive on a regular basis this past year.  There are a number
of reasons for this, but the biggest delay was due to our editor not receiving articles on time.  To improve the newsletter
production time and get the newsletters to all of you on a more timely basis, we will be following the schedule below.

In order to accomplish this goal and stay on schedule we need YOUR help.  We absolutely need your articles, results, stories,
pictures etc., but we need them submitted on a timely basis.  We understand that everyone is volunteering their time, and it
is generally a very low priority to write and submit a story after working all weekend to run an event.  You have to realize that
we are all volunteers too, and producing the newsletter is a hugely time consuming activity.  For our part we are going to try
to stick to this schedule and get the newsletter to you on a regular basis.

We have been asked by the membership to make every effort to stick to a strict schedule over the upcoming year.  If content
deadlines are missed, this may result in information printed late or omitted completely.

We hope that you will not allow that to happen!  If you are running an event or are a member of a fleet that is hosting an event,
it is up to YOU to let us know about it.  Be sure to be on time with your NORs, articles, results and pictures!

If you have suggestions on how we can improve the newsletter, or if you would like to volunteer to help with editing, layout,
etc., please call or send us an email today: nahcanews@cox.net!

THE DEADLINES

As strongly voiced at the 2003 AGM, the members want
more regularity in terms of delivery.  Here’s how we’re going
to give this to them.

Going forward, the deadlines will be the first of odd months,
two months in advance of the issue date (see below).  These
will be strictly adhered to (no extensions for anything), so that
members will receive newsletters in the first month of the issue
dates.

For event articles, results and pictures, here is the schedule
for the remainder of the year.  We will print this in every issue
of the newsletter going forward.

DEADLINE* ISSUE DATES
JAN 1 MAR-APR
MAR 1 MAY-JUN
MAY 1 JUL-AUG
JUL 1 SEP-OCT
SEP 1 NOV-DEC
NOV 1 JAN-FEB

*DEADLINES FOR NORS ARE SOONER, SEE BELOW!!!!!

The reason for these deadlines is that it takes roughly eight
weeks to compose, print and deliver an issue.  Here’s a
breakdown:

1. It takes 40-60 hours to compose and review each issue,
which is about four weeks in real time with newsletter and HCA
board volunteers that have full-time jobs.

2. It takes about a week for final prep and printing.

3. It takes a minimum of three weeks for Third Class mail
delivery of the newsletters.

A reminder: As a condition of being awarded a major event,
all host fleets of major HCA-sanctioned events are
REQUIRED to provide both NORs and content for the event.
This required content includes articles, results, and pictures
ASAP after an event.  These events include Area Champs,
GEP Seminars, RC Seminars, Worlds and Continentals.  We
expect the event host and Division Chair to follow through on
these items.  (HINT: Find a volunteer for these very important
P.R. duties before your event).

SPECIAL NOTES ON NORS:

1. DEADLINES FOR NORS: If you want people at your
event, we need your NOR a minimum of FOUR MONTHS in
advance of the issue date of your regatta.  In other words, if an
event is scheduled for July or August, we need the NOR by
MARCH 1.  This is so we can print it in the issue BEFORE your
event, so people can see it and plan to attend.  Here is a
schedule for NOR deadlines:

NOR DEADLINE EVENT DATES
JAN 1 MAY-JUN
MAR 1 JUL-AUG
MAY 1 SEP-OCT
JUL 1 NOV-DEC
SEP 1 JAN-FEB
NOV 1 MAR-APR

2. Due to space issues, we prioritize NORs for the major
Class-sanctioned events:  Area Champs, etc.  Every effort
should be made to keep these to ONE PAGE maximum.

3. NORs or other event notices will be included as space
allows.  With the size of the Region, it is difficult to be fair with
full-size ads (there are far more events across the Region than
we could possibly print full-size ads for).  So, for non-major
events, we limit the ads to half-page size, with preference
given to quarter-page size ads.

DEADLINES:  HELP US TO SERVE YOU
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From the Factory...
Hobie 17 Production Reinstated

and Exciting Hobie 16 and Tiger News

Hobie 17
Several months ago the Hobie Cat Company made an announcement that the Hobie 17 would no longer be produced at

our Oceanside, California facility and a final few boats were to be manufactured at our Australia facility and then stopped there
as well.  At the time the decision was made many of us were reluctant to make it knowing that the Hobie 17 racing class would
be effected by it.  The Hobie 17 has been like a good friend over the years and saying goodbye was difficult.  For those who
have sailed it they understand that it is a very nice sailboat.

In the last few months we have discussed this decision with many Hobie sailors and have received many emails and letters.
We have been presented with  some compelling comments and arguments to continue building this boat.  One of the strongest
arguments is the need of a single-hand class to remain in the Hobie Class Association of North America.  Due to the
overwhelming response from the sailors and our desire to support the Hobie Class Association we have decided to reinstate
the Hobie 17 into production.

The molds are being pulled back out and we are currently in the process of placing orders for mast extrusions, crossbars
and other  necessary components of the boat.  Our anticipation is that we will have production of the Hobie 17 available by
sometime in July of this year.  Our hope is to have boats available prior to the Hobie 17 North American Championship in
Monterey, California on July 19-23 though this will be a tall order due to our already busy production schedule.  A limited supply
may be available for the event.

Hobie Tiger
As you may already know the Hobie Tiger is manufactured in France by our sister company Hobie Cat Europe. These boats

are imported into the United States and distributed to our dealers.  In the last few weeks our sales of the Hobie Tiger have been
much stronger than anticipated.  We are currently working with Hobie Cat France to move containers of boats forward to meet
the demand.

We are looking forward to several races in which the Hobie Tiger will compete.

Hobie Tiger North American Championship, Monterey, California on July 19-23

Hobie Tiger World Championship,  Santa Barbara, California March,  2005

Hobie 16
We are very excited about the Hobie 16 Worlds scheduled for Cancun, Mexico on May 4 –14, 2004.  The current registrations

for the event are exceeding many of the past Hobie 16 worlds attendance records.  This is an event that should not be missed
as our Mexican hosts have planned an event like no other. Trust me!

This year we are also supplying Hobie 16’s to the Hobie Alter Cup and to the US Sailing Youth Multihull Championships
being held in June and July.

In July the ISAF Youth Worlds will be held on H-16’s in Poland.  A team from the U.S.  will represent us there.

In September we are looking forward to the Hobie 16 North Americans in New York. It is a busy year for Hobie 16 Sailing.

Doug Skidmore, President Hobie Cat Company
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Sailing the Web
Listed here are some web pages for the NAHCA, the IHCA, the ISAF, US

SAILING, and Hobie Cat USA.  There are also several Hobie Divisions and Fleets
in the North American Region that are keeping home pages now. See the links on
the NAHCA web site (www.nahca.org).

Websites have proven to be an excellent means of obtaining current informa-
tion such as regatta schedules, results and contacts. In many cases, results are
posted directly from major event locations. Major event results are posted to Hobie
website(s) as they are received.

NAHCA
http://www.nahca.org

IHCA
http://www.hobieclass.com

Hobie World Events
http://www.hobieworlds.com

ISAF
http://www.sailing.org

Hobie Cat Co. USA
http://www.hobiecat.com

Canadian Yachting Assoc.
http://www.sailing.ca

Federation Mexicana de Vela
http://www.vela.org.mx

Federation de Vela de Puerto
Rico

http://www.velapr.com
US SAILING

http://www.ussailing.org

REGATTA

MATERIALS

AVAILABLE

For HCA SSIs, go to
www.nahca.org

STANDARD REGATTA
FORMS

Regatta Prep. Checklist,
Entry Forms,

Order of Finish Forms,
Regatta Score Cards,

Protest Forms

Available on
IHCA website

www.hobieclass.com.

FLAG AND COURSE

STICKERS

Contact the
HCA Secretary,
Bruce Andrews

(see page 4)

Membership Update
from Liza Cleveland

Greetings to all!  I would like to introduce myself – I am the new Membership
person for the Hobie Class Association.  First and foremost I would like to thank
Shirley Palmer for her many many (12!) years of extraordinary dedication to the
position.  Her help since I started has been wonderful.  Our flurries of emails back
and forth have given me at least a glimpse into what she’s done over the years.
I hope I will be able to measure up at some point and also that you will forgive
me any mistakes as I learn the ropes.

I have been sailing a Hobie 16 as a crew for the past three years, and I know
that many of you will agree with me that sailing a Hobie has to be one of the most
amazing experiences that can be had.  It has become such an important part of
my life that I realized I wanted to “give something back” for all the years of fun
that were a result of the many people who volunteer so much of their time and
expertise to make all the regattas I go to well-run and super fun. The Hobie class
represents one of the largest and most active classes of sailors around the
world, and this would not be possible without a very strong, capable, and highly
organized class structure, many dedicated volunteers, and an involved manu-
facturer backing up all that we do.

Every issue I will also be recognizing HCA’s TopCat members and thus I
would like to thank the following members for their support of the Hobie Class
Association:

Bennet R. Ackerman

Adam P. Borcherding

Jeff Carlson

Robert Merrick

Craig C. Parson

Ed Romo

Doug Skidmore

Your membership in the Hobie Class Association is a wonderful way to
ensure its longevity and help pay for the many benefits such as the magazine,
the guest expert program and race management seminars.   We hope that
everyone – including those serving on race committees; the volunteers who
spend so much time at registration, making food, organizing insurance and other
venue issues, and fundraising; and the patient parents who help their children
become involved with Hobie sailing – will feel that this is their organization too.
In the coming months we will be coming up with some new membership
categories, and I would welcome any suggestions you may have.  Please email
me at: hobiemembership@sbcglobal.net.
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2004 HOBIE NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIPS
HOBIE 17, 20 AND TIGER

 DEL MONTE BEACH, MONTEREY, CALIFORNIA

JULY 19-23, 2004

VENUE AND DATES
2004 HOBIE CAT 17, 20 and TIGER NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIPS will be held Monday July 19 through Friday July
23, 2004.  The event will be sailed off Del Monte Beach at Wharf No. 2 in beautiful Monterey, California.

ORGANIZING AUTHORITY
The Organizing Authority is Hobie Class Association (NAHCA) in conjunction with HCA Hobie Division 3.

GOVERNING RULES
The 2004 Hobie 17,20,Tiger Continental Championships will be sailed under the 2001-2004 International Sailing Federation Racing
Rules, the 2001-2004 HOBIE CAT Class Rules, and this Notice Of Race, except those rules altered by the Sailing Instructions.

ELIGIBILITY
One crewmember must be a current paid member of HCA or other National Hobie Class Association in good standing with Interna-
tional Hobie Class Association (IHCA).

ADVERTISING CATEGORY
The 2004 17,20,Tiger North American Championships shall rank as a category C event in accordance with ISAF Regulation 20.  The
boats shall display advertising of the event sponsor (if applicable) as required by the Organizing committee.  Individual sponsorships
conflicting with the event’s business category shall not be allowed unless approved by the Organizing Committee and the Sponsors.

ENTRIES
Entries and non-refundable registration fees shall be sent to:
Gary Russell
17997 Old Monte Rio Rd.
Guerneville, CA 95446-9026

FEES
The entry fees shall be as follows. These fees are due by June 1st.   Late fees after June 1st add $100.

Hobie 17: $275
Hobie 20: $325
Hobie Tiger: $325
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BOATS
Boats shall be owner-supplied (BYOB!).  Some charter boats may be made available either through private charter or Hobie Cat
Company, as applicable.

SCHEDULE
Fri July 16 11am-3pm Tech inspections, if necessary, and weigh-ins
Sat-Sun July 17,18   11am-5pm Registration and Weigh-ins
Sat-Sun July 17,18 Hobie Division 3 Points Otter Regatta and 2004 North American Champs Warm-ups

Sun July 18 4pm Welcome Party/Otter Regatta Awards Presentation, Adventures By the Sea
Mon July 19 8am-10am Registration
Mon-Fri, July 19-23 11amFirst Race of the 2004 20/Tiger/17 North American Championships
Mon-Thru 5:30pm Daily De-Briefing, Monterey Peninsula Yacht Club
Wed July 21 6pm Mid-week Progress Party
Fri, July 23 6pm Awards Banquet, Monterey Bay Aquarium

ACCOMODATIONS
Host Hotel: Monterey Bay Travelodge:
Monterey, CA, 93940 US
831-373-3381
Sun-Thurs= $82/night
Two Queen Beds= $89/night
Fri-Sat= $105/night
Two Queen Beds= $112/night

Additional Hotels:
Del Monte Beach Inn (408)
Cypress Tree Inn (408) 372-7586
Monterey Bay Lodge (408)

RV Parking:
Laguna Seca Raceways (408) 422-6138
Monterey County Fairgrounds (408)
Marina Dunes RV Park (408) 384-6414

Camping/Tent Camping:
Laguna Seca Raceway,  (408) 422-6138
Veteran’s Memorial Park, (408) 646-3865

SCORING
Low-point scoring system will apply. ISAF RR Appendix A and IHCA Class Rule 22

SAILING INSTRUCTIONS
Sailing instructions will be made available at registration.

COMPETITORS INSURANCE
All competitors entering the race shall have third party insurance with a minimum coverage of USD $100,000.  Competitors Proof
of Insurance and Coverage shall be provided at time of registration.  Insurance arrangements for competitors without third-party
coverage may be available on-site at supplementary cost.

WEIGH-INS AND TECH INSPECTION
Weigh-ins (boats) and tech inspections (Tiger), if necessary, must be completed prior to registration.
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2004 North American
 Women’s, Youth’s, H-14 Open, and H-16 Open

Championships
Oneida Shores, Syracuse NY

September 10th – 17th, 2004
Hosted by Fleet 204

General
Eligibility: A current member of NAHCA or IHCA, in good standing, on board.  Each
team must show proof of $100,000 US liability insurance.
Governing rules: The Racing Rules of Sailing 2001-2004, IHCA 2001-2004 Class
Rules, and this Notice of Race except as these are altered by the Sailing Instructions.
Times:

Pre Registration:
Must be postmarked by August 15th 2004
Make checks payable to “Fleet 204” (non-refundable)
Mail to: Bridget Quatrone; 412 Radcliffe Road; Dewitt, NY 13214

Registration at event:
3:00 pm – 8:00 pm the day before each event.
8:00 am – 10:00 am on opening day of each event.

First Flag: 11:00 am opening day of each event, other days will be posted.
Weigh in: Boats and crew will be weighed prior to the event and may be subject to
reweighing at any point during the event.
Courses: IHCA courses.
Scoring: Low points scoring system will be used.
Trophies: H16 Opens, minimum 15 deep.  All others, minimum 5 deep.

H-14 Open’s
When: September 10th, 11th, & 12th

Entry Fee: $175 for pre-registration,
late entry $225

Women’s
When: September 10th, 11th, & 12th

Eligibility:  All women teams.
Entry Fee: $200 for pre-registration,
late entry $250

Youth’s
When: September 10th, 11th, & 12th

Eligibility: To qualify for the Hobie 16
youth class, both members of the crew
shall be under 19 years at the start of the
event on September 10th, 2004.
(This modifies IHCA rule # 17-7.)
Entry Fee: Not to exceed $75
(Subject to Sponsorship)

H-16 Open’s
When: September 13th – 17th, 2004
Eligibility: Limited to first 100 eligible entries received.
Entry Fee: $325 for pre-registration, late entry $400

Advertising: Per Category C as defined in Regulation 20.3.2 of the RRS 2001-2004
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Boats: This is a bring your own boat event.  A limited number of boats are available for
charter.  U.S. Sailing regatta insurance is required for all charters and shall be purchased
at the event.  Contact Susan Korzeniewski 315-453-9358 or roxyrace@twcny.rr.com for
more information.

Lodging:
HOST HOTEL:

Holiday Inn Express
Box 589
5552 Bartell Road
Brewerton, NY  13029

Phone:  877-777-6660
315-676-3222

Fax: 315-676-7497

Price: $65.00 US plus tax –
Includes Continental Breakfast

Details: Approximately _ mile
from Regatta Site.  50 rooms reserved
from Thursday September 9th thru
Saturday, September 18th, 2004.  Block
of rooms will release on August 11,
2004.  Mention the Hobie Continental
Championships for discounted rate.

2nd HOTEL:

Doubletree Club
6701 Buckley Road
North Syracuse, NY  13212

Phone:  800-572-1602
315-457-1602

Price: $65.00 US plus tax –

Details: Hotel is 11.6 miles from
the Regatta Site but easily accessible to
Route 81.  50 rooms reserved from
Thursday September 9th thru Saturday,
September 18th, 2004.  Block of rooms
will release on August 1, 2004.  Mention
the Hobie Continental Championships
for discounted rate.

Camping At The Event Site:  Tent sites with water, $16.50 US per day, maximum two
tents. RV sites with water and electrical hookup, $21 US per day, maximum 1 motor
home.  Sites occupancy limited to a maximum of 6 adults.  For reservations, call Oneida
Shores Park, 315-676-7366.

Social Events: Please check our web site www.fleet204.com for up to the minute list of
parties and events.

www.Fleet204.com
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Notice of Race
Hobie Class Northeast Area

Championships
Fleet 204 Presents Madcatter 28

A Hobie One-Design Event
May 21-23, 2004

Friday May 21st
♦ 9:00 AM GEP - TBA
♦ 1:00 PM On Water Drills
♦ 5:00 PM - 7:30 PM Registration
♦ 7:30 PM Welcome Party
♦ 8:30 PM C-Fleet Chalk Talk
Saturday May 22nd
♦ 7:00 AM Coffee & Donuts
♦ 7:00 AM - 9:00 AM Registration
♦ 9:30 AM Skippers Meeting
♦ 11:00 AM Warning Flag
♦ 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM Dinner
♦ 8:00 PM - 11:30 PM Party
Sunday May 23rd
♦ 7:00 AM Coffee & Donuts
♦ 9:30 AM Skippers Meeting (If needed)
♦ 10:30 AM Warning Flag
♦ Following Racing Lunch & Awards Presentation

Regatta Location:
Oneida Shores Park
Brewerton, NY

Sponsored by:
Boat Works Ltd. www.boatworks-ltd.com
4 Seasons Car Wash
Hobie Cat Co. www.hobiecat.com
NAHCA www.nahca.org
Oneida Shores County Park
Fleet 204 www.fleet204.com

Registration:
2 person Hobie $40
1 person Hobie $30
Youths  $Free$

Rules:
The event will be governed by the 2001-
2004: ISAF RRS and the IHCA class
rules.
.

Directions:
Interstate 81 to the Bartel Road exit 31.
Follow the Hobie H signs east to Oneida
Shores Park.

Hotel:
For those who do not wish to camp,
there are a very limited number of rooms
available at the  Holiday Inn Express at
(315) 676-3222 by 4/1/04.

♦ Park usage fee $10 per boat
♦ Friday and Saturday Night Parties
♦ Friday: GEP, Race Drills, C-Fleet Chalk

Talk
♦ Saturday Night dinner for a nominal fee
♦ Saturday and Sunday Continental Breakfast
♦ Sunday Lunch

Eligibility:
Current annual NAHCA membership required.

For information, contact Adam Atherton
315-699-8184 or atathert@twcny.rr.com

Childcare available upon request, for information, contact Rose Bixler
315-699-8184 OR purrr74@yahoo.com

HCA_News.qxd  4/20/04  10:26 AM  Page 36



...to establish and promote the highest standards of Hobie Cat sailing / racing...

HOBIE CLASS NEWS MARCH - APRIL 2004 PAGE 37

NORTH CENTRAL AREA CHAMPIONSHIPS
Clear Lake, Iowa

MAY: 21, 22, & 23
Friday:  1:30 – 4:00 Warm-ups at the city beach
Course set with time start at beach.  No racing if winds exceed 20 knotts.

4:00 – 7:00 Registration and Social hours, CLYC building.

7:00 – 10:00 Entertainment & Party

Saturday: 8:00   AM Breakfast

9:00 AM Skippers Meeting

10:00 AM Warning Signal

Noonish Staggered Fleet Lunch

5:30   PM Racing Completed

7:00   PM Dinner

9:00   PM Protest Hearings

Sunday: 8:00   AM Breakfast

10:00 AM Warning Signal

1:00   PM Trophy Presentation

Eligibility: Current member of HCA and in good standing
Governing Rules: The racing rules of sailing 2001 - 2004, IHCA 2001 - 2004, Current
Class Rules and the official Notice of Race (TBA), except as are altered by the sailing
instructions to be given out at registration.

Directions: 1.5 Hours North of Des Moines, Iowa on I-35.
45 Minutes South of Minnesota/Iowa Border

Entry Fee Schedule:
$55.00 Double Handed Adult
$40.oo Single Handed Adult

$25.00 Youth plus $10.00 for youth crew

Contact Info:
Todd Wilson Chris Wessels
515-967-3561 641-357-4577
todd@hollingsworthmfg.com xanderwess@yahoo.com
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Regatta Highlights:
• One of the largest one-design regattas in the U.S.
• Excellent location with grassy/sandy beach access
• Welcome Committee to assist you upon arrival
• Large Circus Tent for Regatta Functions
• Dinner and Party on Saturday Night featuring
 Live entertainment by Sara Hickman
 - Shows for both kids and adults
• Huge Raffle!!

Racing Highlights* :
• NAHCA Area Championships!
• Intro to Racing Seminar for new racers
 *FULL NAHCA membership REQUIRED !! 

Contact Information:
General Info:êLaurie Cronan 972-625-4736 / 972-814-7090  Email:ê lcronan@ev1.net

RVõs/Registration:êLisa Kizer 940-726-5038 / 940-902-4404  Email:êlakkiz@nortexinfo.net
Park Gate Attendant:ê1-580-920-0176

Park website/Area Map:êwww.reserveusa.comêlookup “Lakeside, OKLAHOMA” on Lake Texoma

South Central Area Championships
at Lakeside Recreation Area (Area D), Lake Texoma, TX

Driving Directions:
 Take US 75 (or US 69) North or South to Hwy SH 70
(close to Durant, OK).  Go WEST on SH 70 approx. 9 miles.  
Turn LEFT onto Streetman (youõll see a Brown directional 
sign for “Lakeside” off of SH 70).  Go approx. 4 miles 
(small 2-way road) until you come to the park entrance. 

 Tell the attendant that you are with the “Hobie Regatta” – 
you should NOT have to pay additional camping at the front 
entrance.êYou SHOULD receive a Vehicle Permit (FREE) at 
the entrance.  Proceed to Area D,êstraight ahead, then left at 
the bathrooms

Hosted By: Hobie Cat Fleet 23, Dallas & Division 14
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Save $$ and Pre-Register !!   Check www.hobiefleet23.org for fees

Camping  & Accommodations:
• Hot showers available on-site.
• Plenty of shady camp areas and great beach access (sandy beaches)
• Free TENT Camping included with Registration (ANY use of power constitutes RV site fees)
• No Refunds on RV spots!  *PARK* rules apply for cancellations/refunds  
• Please reserve RV's ONLY in Area D as we have to pay for the entire area -- outside Area D loses us 
 revenue!
• RV Camping available for $18/night
 • For FRI/SAT night RV spots – contact Lisa Kizer (Sites 13, 15, 16, and 17 are unavailable)
 • For OTHER nights contact Park Gate Attendant:ê1-580-920-0176 (request Area D)
 • IF you reserve additional nights (other than Fri/Sat), you MUST communicate your SITE# to
  Lisa Kizer to ensure you have the same spots for FRI/SAT !!

Nearby Hotel/Motels:
• Oakõs Motel (5 min drive): 1-580-924-4497 
 Hwy 70 and Streetman

• Budget Inn (12 min drive): 1-580-920-0411
 2301 W. Main, Durant – Hwys 70 & 69

• Best Western (12 min drive): 1-580-924-7676
 2401 W. Main, Durant – Hwys 70 & 69

• Holiday Inn (12 min drive): 1-580-924-5432
 2121 W. Main, Durant – Hwys 70 & 69

NAME ________________________________________________
ADDRESS  ____________________________________________
CITY ______________________ STATE_____ ZIP ___________
PHONE #_________________________  FLEET #  ___________
E-Mail Address ___________________________ Sail # ________
BOAT SIZE (Circle One)  14    14T   16    17    18    20    GET   21  Wave      Fleet:  A   B   C

Mail to: Lisa Kizer
   494 Chisam Rd., 
   Valley View,TX, 76272
   (940) 726-5038
   lakkiz@nortexinfo.net

Qty. Package A  _____
Qty. Package B  _____
Qty. Package C  _____
Qty. Package D  _____
Qty. Package E  _____
Qty. Package F  _____
Qty. Package G  _____
RV Camp'n Fee _____
Total Enclosed *_____
    * Non-refundable

Mid Americas 2004 Preregistration Form
(Must Be Postmarked By May 15, 2004)

Make Check Payable to:
"Hobie Fleet 23"

Schedule for 2004:
Friday,  June 11th
   Registration in the Big Top 7:00 - 10:00 pm
Saturday,  June 12th
   Registration in the Big Top 8:00 - 10:30 am
   Intro. to Racing Seminar 9:00 am
   Skippers Meeting in the Big Top 11:00 am
   White Flag (start of 1st race) 12:15 pm
   Dinner & Party in the Big Top  6:00 - 8:00 pm
      Sara Hickmanõs Kids show 6:30(ish)pm
      Sara Hickmanõs grown-ups show 8:00(ish)pm
Sunday,  June 13th
   Skippers Meeting (if needed) 9:00 am
   White Flag  (racing begins) 10:00 am

No vehicles will be allowed to drive (or park) on the grass EXCEPT in the designated boat launching area - while launching 
your boats.  "Vehicle Camping" (i.e. cars/vans) will only be allowed on the paved areas.  Tents and Boat trailers only on the 
grass please.  We must ensure the grass is not trenched so we are invited to return to this location again!

PARK GATE HOURS ARE 6 a.m. – 10 p.m.ê**we will TRY to have someone posted at the gate for late arrives until 12 a.m.
(no guarantees).êIf you arrive late, please “camp” outside the gate entrance.
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US Youth Multihull Championship for the  
Hoyt Jolley Cup 2004 

(Qualifier for 2005 Volvo Youth Sailing ISAF World Championship in Korea) 

2004 Championship supported by 

 

Host Club   Sea Cliff Yacht Club  

Location   Sea Cliff, NY  

2004 Event 

  

Thur: June 24 - Arrival, Registration & 
                         Competitor's Meeting 
Fri:    June 25 - Clinic & Practice Races 
S/S:   June 26-27- Racing 

 

Regatta Chair   
John Dawson 
516.248.2131 w  
516.220.3122 c 

 

  

Boats   
Hobie 16s: Ten new boats supplied by Hobie Cat 
Company, Charter Boats and Bring Your Own 
Boat 

   

Class Rules   

Class rules apply except class membership not 
required. Hobie youth minimum weight is 250 lbs 
and maximum weight to be added is 50 lbs. See 
paragraphs 17.4 and 17.8 in Hobie General Rules.

   

         
            Hoyt-Jolley Cup 

 
                        Hobie 16 
Click on above photos to enlarge
 
 
 
 
 
  

ISAF Qualifier  
Winning team qualifies to represent the USA at the 
2005 Volvo Youth Sailing ISAF World Championship in 

Korea.  
    

 
The Sea Cliff Yacht Club is located on Long Island Sound, New York 

  
 

The Sea Cliff Yacht Club 
Founded in 1892 

The US Youth Multihull Championship for the Hoyt-Jolley Cup is an annual event that is open to all youth (girls, 

boys and mixed) teams. Team members must be less than 19 years old in 2004. Housing, meals, and racing clinic 

will be provided. Boats will be a combination of 10 new Hobie 16s supplied by Hobie Cat Company, Charter 

Boats and Bring Your Own Boats.  

     Skipper and crew must be current youth or family members of US SAILING and are invited to join US 

SAILING through the Multihull Council Golden Anchor program.  

     The winning team will qualify for the 2005 Volvo Youth Sailing ISAF World Championship in Korea and 

must be under age 19 in the year 2005. Hobie 16 has been designated platform for the multihull discipline.
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NOTICE OF RACE 
 

Regata de Gatos 
Port Burwell Provincial Park, Ontario, Canada 
 
 

A NAHCA Division 10 and 16 Points Regatta Event 

Hosted by Detroit Hobie Fleet 276 

June 11, 12 & 13, 2004 
 

Detroit Hobie Fleet 276 invites you to a “South of the Border” celebration on the south coast of 
Ontario! Port Burwell is about 2½ hours from Detroit and Toronto, south of Highway 401. A huge 
beach, lots of on-site camping and a friendly park staff await your arrival! (Rumor has it that the 
famous Bauldry Margaritas will be in production Saturday evening!) This is a WOW (Women on 
Water) designated event! Saturday morning seminar to be given before the skipper’s meeting. 
 
Rules 
The Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) as prescribed by the Canadian Yachting Association and the International Hobie 
Class Association Class Rules. 

 
Classes 
All Hobie Cat classes and F-18’s are welcome, 5 boats make a class. A Portsmouth handicap start will be given. 
Proof of class association membership must be shown at registration. 

 
Schedule 
Friday, June 11  6 – 9 PM Registration 
Saturday, June 12 8 – 10 AM Registration  
   10 AM Skipper’s Meeting, racing schedule TBA 
   11 AM First Signal 
Sunday, June 13  9 AM Skipper’s Meeting 
   10 AM First Signal 
   No starts after 2 PM, trophies ASAP after racing 
 
Entry Fees      Accommodations 
Singlehanded boats $30    Port Burwell Provincial Park 
Doublehanded boats $40    519-874-4691 
Pre-registration is appreciated!   No reservations necessary! We’re staying in the group area. 
Make checks payable to “Hobie Fleet 276”   Just follow the signs! 
and send to the address below.    http://www.ontarioparks.com/english/portb.html 

 
 
Information 
Jeff Rabidoux 
1867 Farmbrook Dr. 
Troy, MI 48098 
Tel: 248-641-7358 
E-Mail: jeff.rabidoux@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 

   SEE YOU HERE  
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  HCA 2004 Annual General Meeting
Hobie 16 NAs (location TBA) Sept14, 2004 Brewerton, NY

Rich McVeigh rmcveigh@starpower.net 301.384.3695

  IHCA World Championships
Hobie 16 Worlds May 5-14, 2004 Cancun, Mexico www.hobieclass.com

Lori Mohney miracle429@aol.com 269.327.4565

Hobie 17 & 18 Worlds Jan 2-6, 2005 Melbourne, Australia www.hobieclass.com

  HCA Continental Championships
Hobie 17, 20 & Tiger July 19-23 Monterey, CA

Gary Russell grussl@hotmail.com 707.869.2464

Hobie 14 Open / Hobie 16 Women’s Sept 10-12 Brewerton, NY
Hobie 16 Youth Sept 10-12 Brewerton, NY
Hobie 16 Open Sept 13-17 Brewerton, NY
For all New York Continental Events: Pat Bisesi H16nats@aol.com 315.699.5453

  HCA Area Championships
Northeast (Madcatter) May 21-23 Oneida Shores Park, Brewerton, NY

Adam Atherton atathert@twcny.rr.com 315.699.8184

North Central May 21-23 Clear Lake, IA  (NEW EVENT!!!)
Chris Wessels xanderwess@yahoo.com 641.425.8720

Mid Americas June 12-13 Lakeside Recreation Area D, Lake Texoma, OK
Laurie Cronan lcronan@ev1.net 972.625.4736

Northwest August 6-8 Lake Quinault, WA
Laura Sullivan mslauras@earthlink.net 425.432.7749

  HCA Guest Expert Program  (Contact  Terri Reuwsaat,  terri@oax.com,  512.832.0412)
Sue & Tom Korzeniewski March 19 Pensacola Beach, FL

Kirk Newkirk www.keysailing.com 866.KEY.SAIL

Kirk Newkirk May 1 Appalachiacola Beach, FL
Larry Hale Glen Holmes Mark Smith

Expert TBA May 21 Brewerton, NY
Adam Atathertan atathert@twcny.rr.com 315.699.8184

Expert TBA May 28 Little Rock, AR
Bob Edmunds

Expert TBA August 7 Yankton, SD
Paul Bommersbach

Wayne Mooneyham Sep 3 Denver, CO
Stephen Cooly

Hobie P. Alter Oct 1 Tucson, AZ
Tony Krauss

2004 Major Events Schedule
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Hobie Tiger Continental Champions (2002 and 2003) Greg Thomas and
Jacques Bernier agree on one thing... they love racing! But, they can’t agree on

which harness is best. Greg prefers the Hobie Convertible Harness, but Jacques
wears the Hobie Automatic Harness. Greg likes the freedom of movement that the Hobie

Convertible offers when worn without the shoulder straps. Jacques likes the clean design
and snug fit of the Hobie Automatic.

When it’s “all happening” on a Hobie...
you need to be confident in your equipment.

CONVERTIBLE HARNESS “Converts” easily from a half
harness to full harness with the addition of shoulder straps
(included).  The all around harness for both racers and
recreational sailors where comfort, support and mobility are
key.  For recreational or racer sailors the half harness has
enough back support to keep you comfortable on the
tramp or the trap.  Just add the shoulder straps for
those long days out on the trapeze where extra back
support is needed. Extra stiff back support, padded leg
straps / shoulder straps, adjustable lumbar support,
neoprene covers over buckles and a stainless spreader
bar.  It all adds up to keeping you comfortable and having
fun on the water. 

FULL “AUTO” HARNESS New spreader ratcheting
feature allows easy adjustment of harness around hips.

Ratchet strap system keeps the harness adjusted the way
you like it while reducing the “loose strap ends” common with
other harness designs. Clean design keeps you free from

tangles. For those looking for added back support and
comfort while on the trapeze.  Great for spending lots of
time on the wire.  Crotchless design with neoprene leg
straps, adjustable lumbar support, neoprene covers over
side buckles. Reinforced patch on the seat.  Comes with
stainless spreader bar.
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